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THE  BOULDER  ON  ROLLSTONE  HILL, 
fleorgc  II.  Barton  of  Massachusetts  Institute  ol  Technology  and  class  composed  01  Lowell  Institute 
teachers  in  mineralogy,  with  members  of  Fitchburg  Agassiz  Association. 
Mary  L.  Gnrlield,  Photo. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

INDIAN  REMINISCENCES. 

UST  before  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims,  a  pestilence 
had  swept  away  the  greater  part  of  the  native 
population  of  New  England,  so  that  many  portions 
of  the  interior  were  practically  uninhabited,  and 
were  visited  only  by  roving  bands  of  Indians,  bent 
on  war,  or  engaged  in  hunting  and  fishing. 

There  are  no  indications  that  the  territory  with- 
in the  limits  of  Fitchburg  was  ever  permanently 
settled  by  the  Indians,  as  arrow  heads  and  other 
implements  of  Indian  manufacture  have  seldom 
been  found,  and  never  in  large  quantities,  but  we  have  reason  to  suppose 
from  the  few  relics  left  behind,  that  they  were  not  unmindful  of  the  excel- 
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Baker's  Pond. 

View  by  Florence  W.  Tyler. 


lent  salmon  trout  w  hich  sported  in  the  waters  of 
the  Nashaway,  or  the  wild  game  so  abundant  in 
the  forest  wilds. 

What  Indian  name  was  given  to  Fitchburg 
is  not  known,  but  Turkey  Hills  was  the  first 
name  applied  to  it  by  white  men  .  and  it  was  so 
called  in  the  grant  ol  the  General  Court  in 
i  7  io,  probably  from  the  fact  that  at  that  time  it 
was  the  favorite 
resort  o  t  i  im- 
mense numbers  ol  wild  turkeys  which  here 
found  shelter,  ami  an  abundance  ot  their 
favorite  food,  chestnuts  ami  acorns. 

The     first  settler    within    the   limits  of 
Fitchburg  was  David  Page,  who  lived  near  i™ll-s 


UENJAMIN  SNOW    PLACE  FROM  GREEN  STREET. 
Mr.  Snow  and  team  in  the  foreground.   Gen.  Moses  Wood  place  and  Gen.  Wood's  Hill  in  distance.  Orchard 
and  garden  in  foreground  was  known  as  "The  Garden  of  Eden." 
Moulton,  Photo. 
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S.  S.  HOLTON. 

Native  of  Northfield,  Mass.  Represented  his  town 
in  the  legislature;  served  as  overseer  of  the  poor  and 
assistant  assessor  in  Fitchburg  for  several  years. 


RESIDENCE  OF  S.  S.  HOLTON,  PEARL  STREET. 
(Gen.  Moses  Wood  Place.) 

"Near  this  spot,  about  the  year  1730,  the  first  settler  of  Fitchburg,  David  Page, 
built  a  garrison  house  in  which  he  lived  for  several  years.  Here,  in  1761,  the  first 
public  house  was  opened  by  Samuel  Hunt.  In  this  tavern  were  held,  1764,  the  first 
town  meeting,  first  public  religious  services  and  the  first  public  school." 

— Inscription  on  tablet  near  house. 


what  is  now  Pearl  Street,  between  the  present 
residence  of  S.  S.  Holton  and  Blossom  Street. 
His  dwelling  was  built  of  logs  and  surrounded 
by  a  stockade  of  sticks  of  timber  driven 
closely  together  as  a  protection  against  the 
incursion  of  savages  and  to  add  to  its  conven- 
ience   and  -^=r^^2=a=  _ 

safety,  in 

of  . 

he  ^H^Mli^^^:^^^- 


s=-  case 


made  a  covered  channel  by  which  a  small 
brook  was  conducted  for  quite  a  distance 
underground  and  through  the  garrison, 
supplying  it  with  pure  water.  '.,^B>^ 
Torrey's  History  refers  to  David  Page 


as  one  of  a  large  family  of  children  of  Gov- 
ernor Page,  and  states  that  he  afterwards  re- 
moved to  the  northerly  part  of  Vermont. 

An  elderly  gentleman  of  Lunenburg  from 
whom  the  facts  were  obtained,  in  1835,  re- 
lates the  following:  "This  Page,  having  a 
roving  disposition  and  a  speculative  cast  of 
mind,  took  it  into  his  head,  when  young,  that 
he    c  o  u  1  d 


make  more 
money  by  '  -•  - 
trading  with  the  Indians,  than  by  cutting 
down  forest  trees  and  cultivating  the  soil. 
Accordingly,  he  directed  his  course 
towards  Canada,   and  commenced  pur- 


BlKUSliVE  VlKWS  FROM  RoOF  OF 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Building. 
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chasing  beaver  and  otter  skins  of  the  ig- 
norant natives  upon  this  principle, — that 
his  foot  weighed  just  four  pounds  and  his 
hand  one  pound.  This  they  seemed  to 
doubt,  but  were  soon  satisfied  by  his  making 
the  declaration  that  it  was  as  fair  for  one 
party  as  the  other,  since  he  weighed  oft"  to 
them,  bv  the  same  weights,  his  powder, 
tobacco,  shot.  etc.  This  grand  field  tor 
making  an  honest  living  was,  however, 
soon  closed  :  for  some  other  traders  coming 
that  way,  explained  the  trick  to  the  Indians, 
and  the  old  Governor's  speculating  son  had 
to  decamp  verv  suddenly — weights  and  all 
to  save  his  life." 

Soon  alter  Page  located  other  settlers  began  to  come  in,  until  in  1748,  there  were  at  least  five  other 
garrisons  within  the  boundaries  oi  Fitchburg.  The  owners  were  Samuel  Poole,  Samuel  Hunt,  Isaac  (.lib- 
son,  [oseph  Spoflonl  and  John  Pitch.  The  latter  lived  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  since  set  oft  to 
form  a  part  of  the  town  of  Ashby,  and  it  seems  certain  the  town  of  Fitchburg  was  named  for  him  as 
he  was  prominent  in  securing  its  incorporation. 

This  is  the  somewhat  legendary  account  ol  the  Indian  raid  upon  the  Fitchburg  settlement  as  it 
is  given  by  Kulus  C.  Torrey  in  his  history.  In  1748  Fitchburg  received  a  visit  from  the  Indians, 
the  occasion  ol  which  was  as  follows:    One  Hay  while  at  work  in  the  woods  Mr.  Fitch  cut  down  a  tree 


(1.)   Old  Harris  House,  Pearl  St. 

Built  by  Elijah  Garfield  previous 
to  the  Revolution.  Joshua  Pearce, 
grandfather  of  Alonzo  P.  Goodridge, 
helped  Mr.  Garfield  select  the  oak 
trees  for  the  frame  and  helped  cut 
them  down. 

J* 

(2.)   Pitch   Memorial  Tablet. 
In  Ashby.    Erected  by  the  city  of 
Fitch  burg  on  the  site  of  the  Fitch 
garrison  in  1893. 

(3.)    The  Old  Pound. 
Pound  Hill  road. 

J* 

(4.)    Isaac  Gibson  Place. 
Foot  of  Pearl  Hill. 

(5.)    Proctor  House,  Main  St. 
Removed  to  make  way  for  the 
Iver  Johnson  building. 
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RESIDENCE  OF  HON.  RODNEY  WALLACE,  PROSPECT  STREET. 

i  e 


Moulton,  Photo. 


HON.  RODNEY  WALLACE. 
Paper  manufacturer.   Identified  with  many  corporate  and 
monetary  interests  of  Fitchburg.    On   Governor's  Council, 
1880-82.    Congressman,  1889-90. 


HON.  WILLIAM  H.  VOSE  (1808-84). 
Woolen  manufacturer.    Held   positions  of  responsibility 
and  trust  in  Fitchburg,  and  was  its  fifth  Mayor. 


WALTER  HEYWOOD  (1804-80).  WILLIAM  0.  BROWN  (1815-90). 

Founder  of  the  Walter  Heywood  Chair  Manuiaeturing  County  Commissioner  twenty-one  years.     Three  years 

Company,  and  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  chair  industry  in  and    one  month   in  the  army  as  Quartermaster  of  25th 

this  country.  regiment,  and  Post  Commissary  at  Newbern,  N.  C. 


BENJAMIN  F.  WALLIS  (1835-96).  WILLIAM  BAKER  (1821-96). 

Clerk  and  Assistant  Treasurer  Worcester  North  Savings  Successor  of  Silas  Holnian  in  the  insurance  business  in 

Institution.    Treasurer  Fitchburg  &  Leominster  Street  Rail-  1879.    An  original  Trustee  ol  the  Worcester  North  Savings 

way  Company.    Representative  in  Legislature.  Institution,  and  member  of  Board  of  Investment. 
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COUNTY  JAIL  AT  SOUTH  FITCH  BURG.  Moulton,  Photo. 

Burned  in  1875.    Although  filled  with  convicts  no  one  was  injured  and  none  escaped. 
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F.  A.  C.  Fourth  Dramatic  Entertainment, 

JOHN  FITCH, 

THE  founder  of  fitchburg. 
By  Thornton  M.  Ware. 
City  Hall,  Fitchburg,  April  22.  1896. 


THE  PERPETRATORS. 

John  Fitch,  the  founder  

Unkachewhalom,  sachem  of  the  Xoekeges, 
Surdody,  his  court  interpreter,  . 


Samuel  Page, 
Joseph  Scott, 


(young  settlers  of  \ 
I       Lunenburg  I 


Susannah  Fitch,  John's  daughter, 

Tabitha  Fitch,  John's  sister, 

Antelope,  daughter  of  Unkachewhalom, 


.    I>r.  James  Koss. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Chase. 

Mr.  Will  L.  Walker. 

Mr.  II.  C.  Patch. 
Mr.  W.  A.  Hardy. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Emory. 
Mr.  M.  F.  O'Connell. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Putnam. 


Musical  Director.  Prof.  Alois  Bartschmid. 


The  Russell  Orchestra. 


Moulton,  Photo 

FITCHBURG  ATHLETIC  CLUB.    FIRST  GOVERNING  BOARD,  1891-92. 
George  D.  Chapman,  Pres.,  Adams  Crocker,  Vice-Pres.,  Alfred  K.  Miller,  Sec.,  Rev.  C.  M.  Addison,   Charles  S.  Alexander, 

Samuel  B.  Bartow,  Jr.,  Walter  L.  Emory. 


DEA.  DAVID  BOUTELLE  (1791-1883). 

His  farm  extended  from  Mt.  Vernon  to  East  and  Boutelle 
streets  and  from  Pearl  to  Winter  and  Main.  Land  occupied 
by  railroad  station  and  park  was  once  his  garden.  He  gave 
the  land  and  contributed  liberally  toward  building  the  Roll- 
stone  church  and  Boutelle  chapel. 


DEA.  CYRUS  S.  TOLMAN. 
For  many  years  a  manufacturer  of  machinery,  and  al- 
though in  his  eighty-second  year  continues  in  active  business. 
Served  for  several  years  as  deacon  in  the  Rollstone  Congre- 
gational church. 
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President  Fitehburg  Board  of  Trade. 


JOHN  B.  GOODRICH,  ESQ. 

Noted  Boston  lawyer.    Born  in  Fitehburg',  Jan.  7,  1836. 
Died  in  Boston,  Jan.  11,  1900. 
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JOSHUA  PIERCE  PLACE,  EARLY  HOME  OF  ALONZO  P.  GOODR1DGE.    THE  GOODRICH  ELMS. 

Mary  L.  Garfield,  Photo. 
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REMINISCENCES  OF  L.  J.  BROWN. 


In  the  fall  of  1860  there  was  a  sharp  and  spirited 
contest  over  the  representative  to  Congress  from  this 
district,  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Hon.  Gold- 
smith F.  Bailey  of  Fitchburg  over  Hon.  Eli  Thayer 
of  Worcester.  Mr.  Brown  favored  Mr.  Thayer  and 
entered  into  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Silas  Ruggles,  a 
druggist  located  in  the  adjoining  block,  who  favored 
Mr.  Bailey,  that  the  one  favoring  the  defeated  candi- 
date should  wheel  in  a  barrow  from  his  place  of 
bu  siness  in  Fitchburg  to  the  hotel  in  Leominster, 
a  well  known  darkey  named  Ben  Franklin.  Mr. 
Bro  wn's  candidate  being  defeated,  at  one  o'clock 
Thursday  afternoon,  Nov.  8,  1860,  all  being  in  readi- 
ness, that  gentleman  commenced  his  arduous  task 
amid  the  firing  of  cannon  and  the  plaudits  of  nearly 
fifteen  hundred  spectators,  who  had  assembled  to  see 
the  sport.  He  was  attended  by  the  Leominster  Band, 
a  large  number  of  people  on  foot  and  a  score  or 
more  of  carriages  also  accompanying  him  throughout 
the  journey  (five  miles),  which  was  accomplished  in 
two  hours  and  a  quarter  with  but  seven  rests. 

The  darkey  was  hugely  tickled  with  his  good  for- 
tune, having  made  twenty  dollars  out  of  the  ride. 
He  was  dressed  in  white  hat  and  breeches,  red  coat, 
and  American  flag  style  of  shirt  collar.    He  was  a 


regular  "African  dewdrop,"  a  black  diamond 
of  the  purest  water,  and  his  original  remarks 
added  to  the  amusement  of  the  crowd.  In  the 
evening  Mr.  Brown  gave  a  banquet  to  some 
twenty-five  of  his  friends,  some  of  whom  are 
still  living  and  well  remember  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Brown's  partner  in  the  dry  goods 
business  was  Mr.  Charles  Kimball  of  Haver- 
hill, but  in  1862  Mr.  Brown  became  sole 
owner,  and  with  no  assistance  except  that 
rendered  by  Mrs.  Brown  and  a  boy,  he  started 
for  himself. 

In  the  years  that  followed  Mrs.  Brown 
supplemented  her  husband's  efforts  with  rare 
tact  and  ability  in  the  store,  until  at  the  time 
of  his  death  there  were  over  fifty  persons  em- 
ployed who  mourned  the  loss  of  a  friend  as 
well  as  an  employer.  The  building  shown  on 
the  preceding  page  was  remodelled  at  five  dif- 
ferent times  until  the  substantial  brown  stone 
front,  now  occupied  by  Nichols  &  Frost,  was 
evolved.  The  hall  in  this  block  was  furnished 
for  several  years,  warmed  and  lighted  for  the 
meetings  of  the  Railroad  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation, and  was  freely  opened  to  all  meet- 
ings, social,  political  or  religious. 


His 


" LAKE-VIEW,"  WESTMINSTER,  MASS.     HOME  OF  MRS.  L.  J.  BROWN  AND  MISS  A.  E.  HARDING. 
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EBENEZER  TORREY  (1801-88). 
One  of  the  incorporators  of  and  for  fifty-six  years  connected 
with  the  Fitchburg  National  Bank.    Thirty  years  Town  Treas- 
urer, Representative,  State  Senator;  and  on  Governor's  Council. 


NATHANIEL  WOOD  (1797-1876). 
President  Fitchburg  Savings  Bank,  first  President  Fitchburg 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  Representative  and  State  Senator. 
For  fifty  years  Torrev  &  Wood  was  recognized  as  a  leading 
law  firm  in  Worcester  County. 


STEPHEN  SHEPLEY  (1818-80).  TIMOTHY  S.  WILSON  (1801-91). 

Bookseller  and   local  historian.    Many  valuable  facts  in  Was  for  17  Years  with  Leander  Sprague  in  the  drv  goods 

the  history  ot  Fitchhurg  have  been  obtained   through  his  and  crockery  business.     He  was  the  oldest  Odd   Fellow  in 

researches.  Fitchburg  at  the  time  of  his  death. 


ANDREW  WHITNEY. 

Mr.  Whitney  composed  several  vocal  and  in- 
strumental pieces,  was  a  church  organist,  and 
organ  and  melodeon  builder  with  his  father, 
Jonas  Prescott  Whitney,  and  brothers;  is  a 
large  real  estate  owner  and  builder  in  Fitchbnrg 
and  Springfield. 


DR.  T.  S. 


BLOOD  AND  N.  TOLMAN  ESTATES, 
MAIN  STREET,  1890. 


PROCTOR,  KINSMAN  AND  DICKINSON  RESIDENCES, 
MAIN  STREET,  1895. 


TlS.S 


0 


^  filing  Ra//^ 

Until  December  31st,  1873. 

/Superintendent. 


The  "Joe  Cushing  Railroad"  extended  irom  the  tracks  01  the  V.  &  M.  R.  R.,  near  the  old  stone  depot,  to  the  old  stone  mill, 
a  distance  or  about  500  feet.     The  grand  opening  and  spike  driving  occurred  Sept.  9,  1871.    Music  by  the  Fitchburg 
Band,  introductory  remarks  by  Hon.  Amasa  Norcross,  address  by  George  E.  Towne,  and  collation,  a  full  account 
of  which  was  given  in  the  Fitchburg  papers.    Passes  were  exchanged  with  railroads  all  over  the  country. 


RESIDENCE  OF  HON.  ALVAH  CROCKER,  MAIN  STREET. 

75 


Florence  W.  Tyler,  Photo. 


jfttcbburg  Evening  /Hbatl. 
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MRS.  li.  M.  F.  HART  WELL 
First  President  Fitchburg  Woman's  Club,  1894-1900. 


HOME  OF  THE  FITCHBURG  WOMAN'S  CLUB. 


CHARLES  MASON,  A.  M. 
Senior  Attorney  in  Fitchburg  at  present  time. 


RESIDENCE  OF  CHARLES  MASON,  LAUREL  HILL. 

Mr.  Mason  has  been  lor  60  years  a  resident  of  Fitchburg;  connected 
with  its  educational  interests.  His  address,  delivered  at  the  centennial  cele- 
bration of  his  native  town,  Dublin,  N.  H.,  was  printed  in  its  history,  and 
his  book,  "The  National  and  State  Governments,"  has  been  used  as  a  text- 
book in  schools  and  academies. 
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CAROLINE  ATHERTON  (BRIGGS)  MASON. 
"Do  They  Miss   Me  At   Home?"  was   one  of  her 
earlier  and  best  known  poems.    The  words  were  set 
to  music  and  sung  by  thousands.    The  poem  as  orig- 
inally composed  is  here  given. 


DO  THEY  MISS"  ME? 


Do  they  miss  me  at  home,  do  they  miss  me 

'Twould  be  an  assurance  most  dear 
To  know  that  this  moment  some  loved  one 

Was  saying,  "Oh,  were  she  but  here!" 
To  know  that  the  group  at  the  fireside 

Were  thinking  of  me  as  I  roam, — 
Oh  3-es,  'twould  be  joy  beyond  measure, 

To  know  that  they  missed  me  at  home! 

When  twilight  approaches, —  the  season 

That  ever  was  sacred  to  Song, — 
Does  someone  repeat  my  name  over, 

And  sigh  that  I  tarry  so  long  ? 
And  is  there  a  chord  in  the  music 

That's  missed  when  my  voice  is  away? 
And  a  chord  in  each  heart  that  awaketh 

Regret  at  my  wearisome  stay  ? 

Do  they  place  me  a  chair  near  the  table 

When  evening's  home  pleasures  are  nigh, 
And  candles  are  lit  in  the  parlor. 

And  stars  in  the  calm  azure  sky  ? 
And  when  the  good-nights  are  repeated, 

Does  each  the  dear  memory  keep, 
And  think  of  the  absent,  and  waft  me 

A^whispered  "Good-night"  ere  they  sleep  ? 

Do  they  miss  me  at  home,  do  they  miss  me, 

At  morning,  at  noon,  and  at  night  ? — 
And  lingers  one  gloomy  shade  round  them 

That  only  my  presence  can  light  ? — 
Are  joys  less  invitingly  welcomed, 

And  pleasures  less  dear  than  before, 
Because  one  is  missed  from  the  circle, — 

Because  I  am  with  them  no  more? 

Oh  yes  —  they  do  miss  me  —  kind  voices 

Are  calling  me  back  as  I  roam, 
And  eyes  have  grown  weary  with  weeping, 

And  watch  but  to  welcome  me  home! 
Sweet  friends,  ye  shall  wait  me  no  longer  — 

No  longer  I'll  linger  behind  — 
For  how  can  I  tarry  while  followed 

By  watchings  and  pleadings  so  kind  ''. 


MARY  LOWE  DICKINSON. 
General  secretary  and  editor  International  Order  King's  Daughters 
and  Sons.    Devoting  her  time  to  philanthropic  and  literary  work.  Born 
in  Fitchburg:  a  scholar  and  for  nine  years  teacher  in  its  schools,  winning 
the  devoted  love  and  esteem  of  classmates  and  pupils. 
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IF  WE  HAD  BUT  A  DAY 


We  should  fill  the  hours  with  the  sweetest  things 

If  we  had  but  a  day; 
We  should  drink  alone  at  the  purest  springs 

In  our  upward  way  ; 
We  should  love  with  a  lifetime's  love  in  an  hour 

If  the  hours  were  few; 
We  should  rest,  not  for  dreams,  but  for  fresher  power 

To  lie  and  to  do. 

We  should  guide  our  wayward  or  wearied  wills 

By  the  clearest  light ; 
We  should  keep  our  eyes  on  the  heavenly  hills 

If  they  lay  in  sight. 
We  should  trample  the  pride  and  the  discontent 

Beneath  our  feet ; 
We  should  take  whatever  a  good  God  sent 

With  a  trust  complete. 

We  should  waste  no  moments  in  weak  regret 

If  the  day  were  but  one ; 
If  what  we  remember  and  what  we  forget 

Went  out  with  the  sun  ; 
We  should  be  from  our  clamorous  selves  set  free 

To  work  or  to  pray, 
And  to  be  what  the  Father  would  have  us  be 

If  we  had  but  a  day. 


MARTHA  DOWNE  TOLMAN.; 
In  addition  to  her  literary  work  Miss  Tolman  is  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Old  Ladies'  Home,  and  one 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  Fitehbnrg  Benevolent  Union. 


THE  POET 


The  poet  was  young  and  the  world  was  old, 

Threaded  with  labors  manifold ; 

The  poet  sang  as  it  pleased  him  best; 
He  sang  what  prophet  or  sage  ne'er  guessed. 
He  wandered  afar,  over  mountains  and  seas, 
Afar,  over  continents,  east  and  west ; 
He  asked  of  the  skies,  he  asked  of  the  trees ; 
Yet,  the  poet  sang  as  it  pleased  him  best. 

He  sang,  and  the  clouds  bent  low  to  hear; 

He  sang,  and  the  murmuring  breeze  stood  still ; 
He  sang,  and  the  linnet  and  lark  drew  near. 

The  sweet-voiced  nightingale  hushed  on  the  hill. 
The  poet  sang,  and  he  looked  afar, 

His  fancies  roamed  through  the  years  to  be; 
He  peopled  a  world  of  wise  and  good  — 

A  nation  noble  and  great  and  free. 

The  poet  grew  old.    "Ah,  the  world  is  young!" 
The  poet  sighed,  while  yet  he  sung  — 
Sung,  and  the  skies,  more  fair  and  bright, 
Graced  with  their  beauty  the  day  and  night; 
Sung,  and  the  mountain's  crest,  sublime. 
Cried  to  his  singing,  "Oh,  what  is  Time?" 
Sung,  and  the  wide  earth  blossomed  for  him 
In  fadeless  beauty,  from  rim  to  rim 


WILLIAM  M.  LEATHE. 
Nearly  sixty  years  in   Fitchburg;    twenty-five  years  in 
manufacture  of  palm-leaf  stock  for  braiding  hats  and  weav- 
ing bonnets;  fourteen  years  connected  with  the  Old  Ladies' 
Home  corporation. 
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TRUE  FRIENDSHIP. 
You  often  say  you  are  my  friend, 
But  can  I  on  your  word  depend  ? 
A  friend  is  sure  a  friend  indeed 
Who  is  our  friend  in  time  of  need. 
Now,  if  your  friendship  here  is  true, 
For  my  own  sake  what  would  you  do  ? 
If  all  the  world  did  firmly  stand 
Against  me,  would  you  take  my  hand, 
And  speak  with  that  sweet  friendly  voice 
You  did  when  first  I  was  your  choice  ? 
Should  dire  misfortune  fall  on  me 
With  shame,  disgrace,  then  would  you  be- 
My  friend  ?    When  others  all  depart, 
Would  you  still  stand  by  me  in  heart  ? 
Or,  if  my  foes  should  cast  me  down, 
Would  3'ou  likewise  upon  me  frown, 
Add  to  my  grief  more  bitter  tears, 
Then  turn  aside  with  cold,  deaf  ears, 
Fold  up  your  hands  upon  your  breast, 
Leave  me  alone,  by  wrong  oppressed  ? 
Now,  if  in  truth  you  are  my  friend, 
Your  friendly  aid  you  would  not  lend 
For  foes  to  crush  me  with  their  might, 
But  until  death  against  them  fight. 
It  is  not  words  true  friendsbip^needs, 
But  love  that  prompts  to  noble  deeds; 
If  sure  you  would  my  life  defend, 
And  live  or  die,  you  are  my  friend. 
Such  friendship  will  through  life  endure, 
For  like  its  fountain  it  is  pure;) 
It  springs  from  love  which  is°divine, 
The  more  'tis  used,  the  more  'twill  shine. 


THE  NEW  OLD  LADIES'  HOME,  CEDAR  STREET. 
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RESIDENCE  OF  DR.  A.  W.  SIDNEY,  HOLT  STREET.  DR   A.  W.  SIDNEY. 

In  practice  in  Fitchburg  since  1866.     Has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Committee  and  President  of  the  corporation  of  the  Old 
Ladies'  Home.    A  prominent  Baptist,  one  of  the  founders  of  and  deacon  in  the  Highland  Baptist  Church. 


s  i 


./tktiff"-. 


J.  C.  MOULTON.  RESIDENCE  OF  J.  C.  MOULTON,  ATLANTIC  AVENUE. 

Veteran  photographer  and  one  of  the  oldest  Fitchburg  business  men,  began  making  daguerreotypes  here  in  1848.  His  collection  of 
negatives,  over  30,000  in  number,  includes  likenesses  of  nearly  all  of  our  leading  citizens  for  50  years,  and  old-time  pictures  of  streets 
and  buildings,  many  ot  which  are  reproduced  in  these  pages.  Mr.  Moulton  served  the  city  as  Councilman,  was  the  first  president  of 
the  Fitchburg  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  a  deacon  in  Rollstone  church,  and  for  15  years  superintendent  of  its  Sunday  School. 
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JOHN  H.  COBLEIGH.  J0HN  G.  SPRING. 

Veteran  jobber,  came  to  Fitchburg  in  1859.     Was  fore-  Veteran  conductor,  railroading  since  1864.     Known  all 

man  of  old  hand  engine  "Conqueror,"  and  first  assistant  over  the  line  as  "Tack"  Spring, 
■engineer,  Fire  Department. 
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OVERLOOK  RESERVOIR. 

8S 


BURBANK  HOSPITAL  BUILDINGS. 

From  Architects'  Drawings. 


Extract  from  the  will  of  Gardner  S.  Burbank:  "I  desire  that  a  substantial  and  commodious  hospital  building  shall  be  erected. 
*  *  *  I  trust  that  my  charity  may  survive  and  do  good  to  the  poor  and  sick  tor  many  generations.  *  *  And  I  also  request  and 
direct  that  while  those  who  are  able  to  pay  for  the  services  rendered  them  in  the  hospital  may  be  subjected  to  such  moderate  and 
reasonable  charge  as  is  usual  in  such  cases  in  similar  charitable  institutions,  those  on  the  other  hand  who  are  in  poverty  and  sickness 
shall  ever  be  received  and  cared  for  kindly  and  tenderly,  'without  [money  and  without  price,'  and  without  regard  to  color  or  nation- 
ality. It  is  by  the  request  of  my  wife,  whose  good  judgment  has  so  greatty  aided  me  in  all  the  affairs  and  purposes  of  my  life,  that  I 
was  led  to  make  the  foregoing  provision  for  the  foundation  of  a  hospital." 
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HOME  OF  THE  PITCH  BURG  SENTINEL,  WALLACE  BUILDING. 


THE  SENTINEL  FAMILY,  1900. 


AARON  W.  WATSON.  CHARLES  C.  HARRIS. 

Employed  by  the  Sentinel  Printing  Co.  as  printer,  reporter,  Life-long  resident  of  Fitchburg.  Connected  with  the  Sentinei 

foreman  and  city  editor  nearly  all  the  time  since  Sept.,  1870.  as  reporter  since  Oct.  24,  1876. 
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J,  L.  MILLER. 
Leominster  correspondent  of  Fitchburg  Sentinel. 


A.  J.  WOODBURY. 
Chief  engineer  Cochiti  Reduction  and  Improvement  Co. ;  Postmaster  of 
Woodbury,  N.  M.  For  more  than  thirty  years  correspondent  of  the  Sentinel 
over  the  signature  "A.  J.,"  writing  from  Cuba,  Colorado,  Utah,  Nevada,  Cal- 
ifornia and  New  Mexico.  Major-General  commanding  the  Mounted  Mili- 
tants, Lancers  and  Hussars,  Department  of  Colorado,  I.  O.  O.  F. 


COL.  AUGUSTINE  J.  (HICKEY)  DUGANNE  (1823-84). 
Augustine  Joseph  Hickey,  apprenticed  at  sixteen  in  the  Senti- 
nel office  under  John  Garfield,  afterwards  well-known  poet  and 
author.  At  twenty-one  went  to  Boston  and  New  York  city, 
assuming  his  mother's  maiden  name.  Raised  troops  during  the 
war,  went  to  the  front  as  Colonel  of  176th  N.  Y.  Regt.,  was 
captured  and  held  prisoner  bv  the  Rebels. 


RUFUS  C.  TORREY  (1813-82). 

Harvard  '33.  Was  several  years  in  Fitchburg,  teaching  and 
writing  for  newspapers.  In  1836  wrote  what  is  known  as 
"Torrey's  History  of  Fitchburg."  Afterwards  a  prominent 
lawyer,  politician  and  office-holder. 
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RAY  GREENE  HULING. 
Head  master  English  High  School,  Cambridge.  Brown  Uni- 
versty  '69 ;  principal  Fitchburg  High  School  1875-86.  His 
"Teachers  and  Graduates  of  Fitchburg  High  School,  1849—83, 
preceded  by  some  mention  of  Teachers  in  the  Fitchburg  Acad- 
emy, 1830-48,"  was  published  in  1883. 


F.  A.  CURRIER. 


Secretary'  Fitchburg  Co-operative  bank.  Manager  oi  opera 
house  four  years;  six  years  secretary  of  Worcester  North  Agri- 
cultural society  ;  four  years  Postmaster.  Writer  "  Postal  Com- 
munication, past  and  present,"  "  Postoffices  and  Postmasters  of 
Fitchburg,"  "Tavern  Days  and  the  Old  Taverns  of  Fitchburg," 
"Stage  Coach  Days  and  Stage  Coach  Ways,"  "The  Old  Turn- 
pike and  Travel,"  and  the  "Old  Stores  and  Storekeepers  of 
Fitchburg  "    Prominent  Mason  and  Odd  Fellow. 


EBKNEZER  BAILEY. 


Clerk  of  Fitchburg  Savings  Bank.  Writer  of  history  of 
Fitchburg  in  C.  F.  Jewett's  county  history,  1879,  historical 
sketch  of  Fitchburg  in  Bay  State  Monthly,  and  the  following 
historical  papers:  "Fitchburg  Schools,"  "Fitchburg  Benevolent 
Union,"  "  C.  C.  Sunday  School,"  "Fitchburg  Philosophical  Soci- 
ety," "Asa  Thurston,"  "Deacon  Ephraim  Kimball." 


WILLIAM  A.  EMERSON. 
Engraver  and  publisher.    "Handbook  of  Engraving,"  1876, 
republished  bv  Lee,  Shepard  &  Co.,  History  of  his  native  town, 
Douglas,  1879,  "Fitchburg,  Past  and   Present,"  1887,  "  Fire- 
side "Legends  of  Fitchburg,"  1890,  1900. 


GEORGE  E.  TOWNE  (1829-94-). 
Connected  with  Walter  Heywood  chair  industry  1852—74. 
Moderator  at  eleven  animal  and  many  special  town  meetings, 
Selectman,  Representative  1868.  Brilliant  and  graceful  speaker, 
and  a  ready  writer  ol  poetry  and  prose.  Treasurer  Framing- 
ham  and  Lowell  railroad;  clerk  and  manager  Brown,  Wood  & 
Kingman,  Boston;  treasurer  Continental  Mills. 


TAMES  F.  D.  GARFIELD. 
In  printing  business  in  Fitchburg  184-6— 6-t,  publisher  Senti- 
nel 1852-60;  connected  with  coal  business  since  1864-.  Alder- 
man 1886-87,  Representative  1887,  member  of  School  Board 
twelve  years,  trustee  Public  Library.  President  Worcester  North 
Savings  Institution,  secretary  Fitchburg  Historical  society  from 
its  formation  in  1892. 


FREDERICK  F.  WOODWARD. 
Graduate  of  Fitchburg  High'  School.  Served  in  53d  Mass. 
Regt.  in  Civil  war.  Taught  school.  Hardware  business,  cashier 
Safety  Fund  National  Bank  nine  years,  in  wholesale  grain  busi- 
ness since  1883.  Alderman  1898.  President  Merchants'  associ- 
ation 1898;  vice-president  Fitchburg  Historical  society.  Ten 
years  a  member  of  School  Board. 


DR.  ATHERTON  P.  MASON. 

Harvard  '79 ;  Harvard  Medical  School  '82 ;  has  been  in 
practice  since  1884-.  Member  Massachusetts  Medical  society, 
treasurer  and  librarian  Fitchburg  Historical  society.  Writer  of 
history  of  Fitchburg  in  "Worcester  County  History,"  1889. 
Bacteriologist  Fitchburg  Board  of  Health. 


CHARLES  E.  WALLACE.  GEORGE  !'.  CROSBY. 

Postmaster.    Entered  the  Postoffice  in  1872;  after  serving  Assistant  Postmaster  and  Superintendent  of  Carriers.  Pre- 

several  years  was  appointed  Assistant  Postmaster;  Postmaster  vious  to  that  was  twenty  years  in  the  employ  of  the  Simonds 

1891—95,  and  appointed  again  in  1899.  Manufacturing  Co. 
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FITCHBURG  LETTER  CARRIERS,  1900. 
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HON.  SAMUEL  ANDERSON. 
Native  of  Methuen.  Connected  with  railroads  since  1872, 
as  agent  at  West  Windham,  Lancaster,  Aver  and  Fitchburg; 
now  agent  for  N  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.  in  this  city.  Councilman 
1891-92,  Alderman  1893-94,  Water  Commissioner  1897,  Mayor 
1899-1900. 


WALTER  A.  DAVIS. 

Native  oi  Fitchburg.  Several  years  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  chair  business;  freight  and  ticket  clerk  for  Fitch- 
burg railroad  1880-87;  City  Clerk  since  1887.  Eminent  Com- 
mander, Jerusalem  Commandery,  K.  T. 


HENRY  JACKSON. 
Native  oi  Leominster;  greater  part  of  his  life  spent  in  Fitch- 
burg.  Previous  to  1866  in  employ  of  L.  Pratt  and  bookkeeper 
for  Waldo  Wallace  and  H.  A.  Blood  &  Co.  Town  and  City 
Clerk  1866-87,  clerk  Board  of  Selectmen  1866-73,  Water  Reg- 
istrar 1872-85,  librarian  Public  Library  1866-73,  City  Auditor 
since  1873. 


WILLIAM  H.  GOODWIN. 

Native  of  Sterling;  resident  ot  Fitchburg  nearly  fifty  years. 
Connected  with  the  building  business;  as  foreman  helped  erect 
City  Hall;  built  many  other  buildings.  Councilman  1886-87, 
Inspector  of  Public  Buildings  for  the  past  sixteen  years. 
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DAVID  W.  TINSLEY.  DAVID  A.  HARTWELL. 

Agent  Fitchburg  Board  of  Health  1900.    Connected  with  City  Engineer;  thirteen  years  in  Engineer's  office,  tenth  year 

Fire  Department  from  1872,  serving  as  Chief  Engineer  1884-90.       as  City  Engineer. 

no 
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JOSEPH  A.  BATTLES.  SUMNER  P.  LAWRENCE. 

Native  of  Fitchburg.    For  many  years  engaged  in  the  livery  Grand  Patriarch  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  of 

business.    Served  the  city  as  Superintendent  of  Streets  six  con-  Massachusetts;    Grand  Dictator,  Grand   Lodge,   K.  of  H.,  of 

secutive  years.  Massachusetts.    Chief  of  Police  of  Fitchburg  18S8-90. 
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DR.  MAURICE  HOWE  RICHARDSON. 

Born  at  Athol  Dec.  31,  1851  ;  came  to  Fitchburg  six  months 
later.  Graduate  Fitchburg  High  School  '69,  Harvard  '73,  Har- 
vard Medical  College  '76.  In  Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
one  year,  since  then  located  in  Boston. 


MELVIN  0.  ADAMS. 
Native  of  Ashburnham  ;  Dartmouth  '71.  Taught  one  year 
in  Fitchburg  High  School;  studied  law  with  Hon.  Amasa  Nor- 
cross;  graduate  Boston  University  Law  School  '76.  Ten  years 
Assistant  District  Attorney,  Suffolk  district;  president  Boston, 
Revere  Beach  and  Lynn  railroad  ;  president  of  trustees  Gushing 
Academy;  director  Putnam  Machine  Co. 


FRANKLIN  G.  FESSENDEN. 
Son  of  Charles  Fessenden.  First  graduate  Fitchburg  High 
School,  '66:  Harvard  Law  School,  '72;  instructor  in  French, 
Harvard  College  1872-73 ;  lecturer  Harvard  Law  School  1881— 
82.  First  clerk  Fitchburg  Police  Court;  lawv^er  in  Fitchburg 
and  Greenfield;  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  from  1891. 


GEORGE  A  TORRE Y. 

Son  of  Ebenezer  Torrey,  Fitchburg.  Harvard  College,  '59; 
Harvard  Law  School  1861.  Practicing  lawyer  in  Fitchburg 
alone  until  1879,  firm  of  Ware.  Torrey  &  Ware  until  1887; 
corporation  counsel  for  Fitchburg  Railroad  in  Boston  since. 


CHEDORLAOMER  MARSHALL  (1803-63).  THORNTON  KIRKLAND  WARE  (1823-92). 

Extensive  stage  owner  and  manager,  and  government  mail  Graduate  Harvard  184-2;  came  to  Fitehburg  1846.  Lead- 

contractor.  Lived  in  the  house  built  bv  Capt.  Oliver  Fox,  ing  lawyer,  Postmaster,  Representative,  Judge  of  Police  Court, 
where  the  Whitney  opera  house  now  stands.  Chairman  of  Trustees  of  Public  Library,  and  was  President  of 

Fitehburg  Savings  Bank  for  many  years. 
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HON.  CHARLES  H.  B.  SNOW  (1822-75).  CHARLES  E.  WARE. 

Son  of  Dr.  Peter  S.  Snow.    Leading  lawyer;  Harvard  1844;  Son  of  Judge  T.  K.  Ware.    Graduate  of  Harvard,  class  of 

admitted  to  the  bar  1848.    Representative,  State  Senator  at  '76;  became  associated  with  his  father  in  1879.    President  ot 

time  of  his  death,  and  one  of  the  best  read  men  of  his  time.  Eitchburg  Savings  Bank. 

115 


EDWARD  P.  PIERCE. 
Native  of  Templeton ;  Harvard  Law  School 
tor  1887—1900;  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court 


"7.   City  Solici- 


HON.  HARRIS  C.  HARTWELL  (1848-91). 
Native  of  Groton;  Harvard  '69.    Lawyer,  Representative 


State  Senator,  President  of  the  Senate, 
burg  1877-86. 


Citv  Solicitor  of  Fiuh 


JAMES  H.  McMAHON. 
Native  of  Ireland.    Read  law  with  E.  B.  O'Connor,  Boston; 
lias  practiced  law  here  since  1S77.     Several  years  a  member  of 
Democratic  State  Central  Committee. 


CHARLES  H.  BLOOD. 
Native  of  Fitchhtirir.    Harvard  '79.   Boston  University  Law 
School.    In  practice  here  since   1883;  special  Judge  of  Police 
Court  1888.    Representative  to  Legislature. 


CLARK  A.  RATCHELDER. 


HARRISON  RAILEY. 


Native  of  Peru,  Vt.    Ronton  University;  practicing  lawyer  Native  of  Fitchburg.   Amherst '72 ;  Harvard  Law  School '74 ; 

since  1873.  In  Fitchburg  since  1892;  member  of  School  Com-  in  practice  here  since  1874-.  Treasurer  and  counsel  FitchbtU'g 
mittee.  Co-operative  Rank. 
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COUNTY  COURT  HOUSE,  CHURCH,  ELM  AND  HARTWELL  STREETS. 
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CALVIN  WILLAKD. 

Lawyer  in  Fitchburg,  and  postmaster  1813.  Removed  to 
Worcester  on  his  appointment  as  Sheriff  of  Worcester  county, 
1824,  and  died  in  that  city  in  1866  at  an  advanced  age. 


MAJ.  B.  D.  DWINNELL. 
Jailer  and  master  of  the  House  of  Correction  in  this  city. 
Was  Quartermaster  51st  Mass.,  and  afterwards  of  2d  Mass. 
Heavy  Artillery,  mustered  out  as  a  brevet-major  at  close  of 
the  war. 


FITCH  BURG  POLICE  FORCE,  1900.  P.  I.  Cate,  Photo. 


RESIDENCE  OF  WALTER  A.  HARDY,  ALLSTON  PLACE.  RESIDENCE  OF  FRANK  O.  HARDY,  SOUTH  STREET. 

W.  A.  Hardy,  Photo. 
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RESIDENCE  OF  BENJAMIN  A.  YOUNG,  CHARLES  STREET. 


FITCHBURG  YO.UNG  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION  BUILDING. 

Reading  room,  basket  ball  team,  Bible  training  class,  association  hall  (page  131). 

Boys'  reading  room,  gymnasium,  bowling  alleys,  parlor  (page  132;. 

Boat  house  and  grounds,  Whalom  lake  (page  133).  130 


SOUTH  SIDE  FROM  MAIN  STREET,  ABOUT  1867. 
Cushing  Pond  then  came  up  to  Main  Street.    Putnam  Street  and  the  bridge  were  being  built. 

Moulton,  Photo. 
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CHEDORLAOMER  MARSHALL  HOUSE. 
Corner  Main  and  Prichard  Streets.    Built  by  Capt.  Oliver  Eox. 

Moulton,  Photo 


NATHAN  TOLMAN  HOUSE. 
Corner  Main  and  Oliver  Streets. 
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JOSEPH  GUSHING.    (1817-1894.)  THE  "JOE  GUSHING  BLOCK.' 

Native  of  Ashburnham,  in  business  in  Fitchburg  about  +0  years.  Laurel  Street 
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r.  Cashing  engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  Fitchburg,  then  in  the  lumber  trade  with  David  F.  Melntire 
kept  a  flour  and  grain  store  under  the  American  House,  and  purchased  the  stone  mill  in  1S6S. 
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OLD  STONE  ROLLSTONE  BANK  BUILDING. 


PRESENT  ROLLSTONE  NATIONAL  BANK  BLOCK. 


WACHUSETT  NATIONAL  BANK  BUILDING. 
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INGALLS  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY. 
Located  on  the  Ingalls  homestead  lot,  Rindge,  N.  H.    Presented  to  the  inhabitants  or  that  town  by 

Hon.  Rodney  Wallace  of  Fitchburg. 
H.  M.  Francis,  Architect. 
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ROLLSTONE  HOUSE  IN  1872. 

Moulton,  Photo. 
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SOUTH  SIDE  OF  MAIN  STREET,  LOOKING  EAST. 
Old  stone  depot,  old  stone  bank  and  transplanted  C.  C.  meetinghouse  (afterward  Citizens'  House),  in  the  distance. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


CITY  ORDINANCES. 
CHAPTER  II. 
"The  seal  of  the  City  of  Fitchburg  shall 
be  circular  in  form,  having  in  the  center  fore- 
ground representations  of  agricultural  imple- 
ments, manufactured  products,  a  steam  engine, 
lathe  and  other  machinery  ;  in  the  background, 
a  view  of  Rollstone  Hill  with  granite  quarry, 
and  at  its  base  a  railroad  with  full  train  of 
cars;  in  the  margin  the  following  words  and 
figures:  Fitchburg,  a  Town,  Feb.  3,  1764.  A 
City,  Mar.  S,  1872." 


FITCHBURG  OF  THE  PAST. 

T  the  time  of  its  incorporation  in  1764,  the  people  of 
Fitchburg  subsisted  chiefly  by  farming,  using  the 
crudest  implements  of  husbandry.  The  population 
at  that  time  was  about  250.  The  roads  were  few  in 
number  and  poorly  constructed,  man}'  of  them  merely 
bridle  paths,  and  most  of  the  travel  was  on  horse- 
back. The  Nashua  river  was  considered  a  curse  to 
the  place,  and  the  valley  through  which  it  run  was 
shunned  by  the  early  settlers.  The  art  of  construct- 
ing durable  bridges  was  not  understood  in  those  days,  and  it  was  generally 
thought  that  Fitchburg  could  never  be  a  nourishing  place  on  account  of  the 
destructive  freshets  and  consequent  expense  of  maintaining  and  keeping 


HENRY  J.  COLBURN,  M.  E.,  Toledo,  Ohio. 
President  Fitchbtirg  Common  Council  in  1874. 


toledo,  ohio'  May  3,  1900. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Jvnerson, 

Pitehburg,  Mass. 

My  dear  Sir:-    Regarding  the  origin  of  the  oity  seal,   I  will 
say  that  on  January  9th.,  1873,  a  Joint  committee  was  appointed  to  submit 
designs  Tor  a  city  seal.     This  committee  consisted  of  Mayor  Amaaa  Noroross, 
Alderman  Benjamin  Snow, and    Councllmen  Henry  A.  Willis,  Charles  H.  Brown, 
and  Henry  J.  Colbwrn.      At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  this  committee,  three 
designs  drawn  by  Henry  J.  Colburn  were  submitted,  -  one  of  which,  with 
slight  alterations^as  afterwards  adopted. 

The  seal  was  intended  to  represent  the  leading  industries  of 
the  new  city.     It  had  for  a  background jRollstnne  Hill,  with  Its  large 
boulder  and  stone  quarries,  as  then  viewed  from  a  point  at  the  foot  of 
Blossom    Street,  near  the  American  House.      The  railroad  near  the  base 
of  the  hill,  not  being  visible  from  this  position,  was  not  drawn  in  the 
original  sketch,  but  was  added  by  suggestion  of  the  committee. 

The  eeal  was  engraved  on  wood  by  M,  M.  Tldd,  an  old  time 
enr.raver  of  Boston,  who  was  highly  skilled  in  his  art,  although  handi- 
capped by  the  loss  of  an  arm,        Mr.  Henry  A.  Willis,  who  made  frequent 
trips  to  Boston,  had  charge  of  this  part  of  the  work.     I  enolose  a  print 
which  is  a  proof  impression,  -  one  of  the  very  first  taken  from  the 
original  wooden  block  by  Mr.  Tldd,  and  submitted  with  the  engraving  to 
the  committee.     The  city  ordinance,  setting  forth  what  the  seal  should 
consist  of,  was  afterwards  drawn  to  conform  to  this,  and  was  passed  on 
Peb.  18th.,  1873. 

The  railroad  train,   the  steam  engine,   the  lathe,   the  cotton 
bale,  the  gear,  the  plow,  the  anvil,  and  the  rake, will  ever  tell  the 
story  of    Pitchburg,s  well  established  industries,  upon  which  her 
claims  to  beoome  a  city  were  so  thoroughly  grounded  in  the  year  1672, 

Very  sincerely,  . 


EDWARD  W.  ACKLEY.  JAMES  E.  MORSE. 

Assessor.  Fifty-five  years  in  Fitehburg.    Councilman,  Alder-  For  some  years  General   Superintendent  of  Union  Machine 

man  and  Representative.    Served  in  4th  Regiment  Heavy  Artil-  company.    Served  in  Company  G,  6th  Mass.  Regiment.    In  the 

lery.    Connected  with  Masons,  Odd  Fellows  and  G.  A.  R.  photograph  business  1866-70. 


GEORGE  E.  WAITE  (1828-98).  w.  E.  PUTNEY. 

Three  years  teamster  for  Mr.  Woodbury  and  forty-five  years  Insurance;  several  years  associated  with  George  E.  Waite 

for  Crocker,  Burbank  &  Co.;  many  years  agent  at  Wachusett  in  the  trucking,  blacksmithing  and  coal   business.  Connected 

station.    Assistant  engineer,  Fire  Department;  Alderman,  three  wjtn  tne  Masons,  Odd  Fellows  and  Knights  of  Pythias, 
years.    Prominent  Odd  Fellow. 
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COGGSHALL  AND  CARPENTER  BLOCK,  MAIN  STREET. 


A.  B.  SHERMAN. 
Came  to  Fitchburg  1855.    Was  engaged  for  years  in  dry 
goods  business;  is  interested  in  shipping  and  real  estate.  Served 
City  as  Councilman  and  Alderman. 


HENRY  A.  HATCH. 
Insurance  and  real  estate;  was  a  long  time  in  the  grocery 
business;  interested  in  considerable  real  estate. 


KBKXKZKR  lU'TTERICK. 
Born  in  Sterling,  Mass.,  1826;  lived  in  Fitchburg  from  1861 
to  1865,  since  which  time  his  residence  has  been  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 


FRANCIS  BUTTRICK  (1813-99.) 
Resident  of  Fitchburg  since  1850.    Several  years  a  provision 
dealer.    Constable  from  1856-99.    While  Deputy  Sheriff  won 
quite  a  reputation  as  a  detective. 


1  53 


THE  OLD  ACADEMY  (1830-49). 

Used  by  permission  of  Henry  A.  Goodrich,  author  of  "The  First  Half- Century  of  High  Schools  in  Fitchburg. 

Gott,  Photo. 
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CHARLES  LAMB. 

Taught  school  at  Pearl  Hill,  1848-49,  afterward  at  old 
Academy  building.  High  School  and  several  years  principal  Day 
Street  Grammar  School.  Retired  to  a  farm  in  Townsend  and 
was  instantly  killed  by  a  falling  tree  Dec.  21,  1888. 


ELI  A.  HUBBARD  (1814-99). 

Principal  oi  Fitchburg  High  School,  1854—57:  eight  years 
Superintendent  of  Schools  in  Springfield  and  two  years  in  Fitch- 
burg. Several  years  State  Agent,  Massachusetts  Board  of  Edu- 
cation. 


i  r><; 


WORCESTER  SOCIETY  OF  ANTIQUITY  AT  REDEMPTION  ROCK. 

Used  by  permission  of  S.  Hathaway,  author  of  "  The  History  of  Redemotion  Rock. 
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JOSEPH  G.  EDGERLY.  GEORGE  P.  HITCHCOCK. 

Superintendent  of  Schools  of  Fitch  burg  since  1875,  coming  Principal  of  the  Fitchburg  High  School  since  1896.  Was 

from  Manchester,  N.  H.,  where  he  held  the  same  office,  1867-75.        instructor  in  chemistry  three  years  previous. 


WILLIAM  BRIGGS.  WILLIAM  E.  HENRY. 

Came  to  Fitchburg  in   1882.     Teacher  of  drawing  in  the  Member  of  the  School  Board  1883-98;  eighteen  years  as 

High  School  and  principal  of  Manual  Training  School.     For-  truant  officer.    Served  during  the  Civil  war  m  Co.  A,  53d  and 

merly  superintendent  Massachusetts  Normal  Art  School.  Co.  E,  5th  Mass.  Volunteers. 


H.  W.  KITTREDGE. 

Native  Nelson,  N.  H.  Graduate  Dartmouth,  '79.  Taught  in 
Quinev,  East  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  Brandon,  Vt.,  North  Brook- 
field,  Mass.,  Dover,  N.  H.  Principal  Eitehburg  High  School 
1886-90;  since  superintendent  Westfield  public  schools. 


C.  N.  FESSENDEN. 
Son  of  Charles  Fessenden.  Graduate  Fitchburg  public  schools, 
Phillips  Exeter,  Harvard  '72.  Librarian  Fitchburg  Public  Li- 
brary, instructor  De  Vaux  College,  three  years  head  master 
Lake  Forest  Academy,  Illinois,  principal  University  School, 
Chicago;  now  assistant  secretary  Board  of  Education,  Chicago. 


GEORGE  H.  HASTINGS. 

Graduate  Bridgewater  Normal  school.  Taught  three  years 
in  Leominster;  principal  High  Street  Grammar  School  since 
April,  1884. 


LEWIS  PARKHURST. 
Graduate  of  Dartmouth,  1878.    Principal  High  Street  Gram- 
mar School  1878-80.    Taught  in  Athol  and  Winchester.  Now 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Ginn  &  Co.,  publishers  of  college  and 
school  text-books,  Boston. 


Teacher  in  Fitehburg  schools ;  manufacturer,  contractor  and  JOHN  UPTON  (1817—95.)  * 

builder;  enthusiastic  and  prominent  in  military  affairs.  Member 

of  Massachusetts  Senate.     Prominent  railroad  manager;  presi-  For  many  years  a  Deputy  Collector  and  Inspector  of  Inter- 

dent  Fitehburg  &  Worcester  railroad.      Removed  to  Boulder,       nal  Revenue. 
Colorado.    President  First  National  Bank  of  Boulder. 


FESTUS  C.  CURRIER. 
Native  of  Holliston,  Mass.;  came  to  Fitehburg  in  1868.  In 
insurance  business  since,  with  the  exception  of  one  term  of  ser- 
vice on  the  State  detective  force.  Three  years  Alderman  and 
several  years  treasurer  Worcester  North  Agricultural  society. 
Writer  of  interesting  reminiscences,  published  1900. 


JAMES  HOLGATE. 
Born  in  Leeds,  Yorkshire,  England,  Dec.  12,  1826;  came  to 
America  in  1848,  was  in  Nashua  and  Lowell,  came  to  Fitch- 
burg  in  1852.     Since  then  in  employ  of  J.  &  S.  W.  Putnam  & 
Co.  and  Putnam  Machine  Co. 


M.  W.  CUM  MINGS  (1834-98). 
Native  of  Sutton,  Mass.;  came  to   Fitchburg  1866.  For 
many  years  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  business.  Council- 
man 1*879;  Alderman  1890.    President  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  deacon 
in  First  Baptist  church  from  1885. 


JOSEPH  A.  TUFTS. 
Native  of  Fitchburg.     In  freight  department  V.  &  M.  R.  R- 
from  1864  until  its  lease  to  the  Fitchburg;  with  the  B.,  C.  & 
P.  R.  R.  until  its  lease  to  the  Old  Colony  ;  employed  by  the  P. 
R.  R.  as  ticket  agent  for  twenty  years.  Representative  1880-81. 


S.  W.  HUNTLEY. 
Native  of  Marlow,  N.  H.;  fifteen  vears  freight  agent  and 
ticket  clerk  for  F.  R.  R.;  treasurer  B.  C.  &  F.  R.  R. ;  agent  O.  C. 
R.  R.  in  Fitchburg.  Made  four  voyages  as  purser  of  Boston  & 
Azorian  Steamship  Co.  Several  years  secretary  Worcester  North 
Agricultural  society  ;  Past  Commander  Jerusalem  Commaudery. 


GEORGE  CRUICKSHANKS. 
Born  at  St.  Andrews,  Scotland,  March  7,  1827;  arrived  at 
New  York  Oct.  6,  184-2.  President  Worcester  North  Agricul- 
tural society  1889—90;  member  State  Board  of  Agriculture 
1887-98;  president  Massachusetts  Fruit  Growers'  Association 
1897-1900. 


EZEKIEL  DAVIS  (1822-1900). 

Native  of  Fitzwilliam,  N.  H.  For  many  years  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  machine  knives  at  West  Fitchburg. 


JOHN  HARDY. 
Native  of  Leeds,  England;  came  to  Fitchburg  in  1868,  and 
built  up  his  business  in   scrap  iron,  metals,  etc.  Treasurer 
Union  Pork  Co.    One  of  the  founders  of  Fitchburg  Reform  Club 
in  1876,  and  since  actively  engaged  in  temperance  work. 


PERLEY  HOLMES. 
Native  of  Bridgton,  Me.  Continuously  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness in^Fitchburg  since  1863.  Twenty-seven  years  with  H.  A. 
Hatch  as  clerk  and  partner,  afterwards  for  himself  and  others. 
Member  I.  0.  0.  F.,  A..  0.  U.  W.,  U.  0.  A.  M. ;  charter  mem- 
ber, Past  Chancellor  and  trustee  Alpine  Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  and 
one  of  its  representatives  to  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 


CHARLES  T.  HARDING  (1845-99). 

Native  of  East  Medway,  Mass.;  came  to  Fitchburg  in  1868. 
In  employ  of  L.  J.  Brown  and  Nichols  &  Frost  for  twenty-four 
years  ;  seven  years  in  the  grocery  business  for  himself. 
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"THE  EYRIE,"  HON.  GEORGE  W.  WEYMOUTH'S  COTTAGE,  "PEARL  HILL  PARK." 

McRee,  Photo. 


MT.  WACHUSETT  FROM  SOUTH  PIAZZA  WEYMOUTH  COTTAGE. 

McRee,  Photo. 


MT.  WATATIC  FROM  WEST  PIAZZA  WEYMOUTH  COTTAGE. 

McRee,  Photo. 
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"POINT  LOOKOUT,"  "  PEARL  HILL  PARK.' 

McRee,  Photo. 


THE  CHOATE  BUILDING,  ERECTED  1900. 


RESIDENCE  OF  HON.  ARTHUR  H.  LOWE,  MAIN  STREET. 

Moulton,  Photo. 
ITS 


HON.  ARTHUR  H.  LOWE.  JOHN  PARKHILL. 

Treasurer  of  Parkhill  Manufacturing  Co.    Two  vears  presi-  President  of  Parkhill  Manufacturing  Co.  since  the  establish 

dent  of  Board  of  Trade.    Alderman  in   1888,  and  mayor  in  ment  of  this  industry  in  1880.    Mr.  Parkhill  served  as  Alder 

1893.  man  in  1886-87. 


Fairbanks,  Photo. 

RESIDENCE  OF  DAVID  M.  DILLON,  MYRTLE  AVENUE. 


DAVID  M.  DILLON. 
Boiler  Maker  for  U.  S.  Government  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C  ; 
for  himself  in  Worcester  four  years  and  in   Fitchburg  since 
1870.    Alderman,  1886-87. 


WILLIAM  EDWARDS  (1846-96). 
Came  to  Fitchburg  in  1870.  carrying  on  slate  roofing  busi- 
ness up  to  the  time  of  his  death.     Three  years  in  the  Common 
Council. 
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Snow  &  Mc 

FACULTY  OF  THE  FITCHBURG  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 
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NORMAL  STUDENTS'  FIRST  TEACHING.    CHILDREN  NATURE  STUDY.    NORMAL  STUDENTS  WITH  CHILDREN 

FROM  THE  MODEL  SCHOOLS.  FROM  THE  MODEL  SCHOOLS. 

Fairbanks,  Photo. 
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DR.  D.  B.  WHITTIER  (1834-95).  MRS.  MARY  CHAMBERLAIN  WHITTIER. 

An  early  Homeopath,   in  Fitchburg  from  1861.     Earnest  A  native  of  Loudon,  N.  H.     A  resident  of  Fitchburg  since 

temperance  and  church  worker.  1861. 


Fairbanks,  Photo. 


LEWIS  HOPPIN  BRADFORD  (1808-87). 
First  cashier  of  Rollstone  Bank.    Four  years  secretary  of 
Fitch  burg  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  and  succeeded  Nathaniel 
Wood  as  president  and  treasurer  in  1873.    Was  for  many  years 
a  deacon  in  the  First  Baptist  church. 


EDWARD  P.  DOWNE  (1837-99). 
For  twenty-four  years  secretary  of  Fitehburg  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Co.    Nearly  fifteen  consecutive  years  a  member  of  the 
school  board.     Thirty  years  clerk  of  the  Calvinistic  Congrega- 
tional parish. 


JOHN  T.  FAR  WELL  (1803-66).  JOHN  ALBRO  FARWELL. 

Scythe  manufacturer  in  West  Fitchburg.    Was  a  deacon  in  Born  in  Fitchburg  in  1833.     In  Chicago  since  1855.  City 

the  C.  C.  church  for  thirty-three  years.    The  last  eight  years  of  comptroller  of  Chicago    1876-79.    In  jewelry  firm  of  J.  B. 

his  life  he  was  town  clerk.  Chambers  &  Co.  1881  to  present  time. 


THE  OLD  CANAL  BLOCK,  WHERE  THE  SAFETY  FUND  NATIONAL  BANK  NOW  STANDS. 

Photo  by  Moulton  just  before  the  removal  of  the  old  buildings. 


192 


THE  OLD  TUFTS  HOUSE. 

For  years  a  landmark  where  the  new  High  School 
building  now  stands.  Built  by  Nathan  A.  Tufts  in  1S37. 


THE  OLD  FITCHBURG  HOTEL. 

The  driveway  to  the  hotel  stables  passed  through  between  the 
hotel  and  a  printing  office,  the  dance  hall  of  the  hotel  being  over  the 
driveway  and  connecting  the  two  buildings. 
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MRS.  JULIA  E.  HOUSTON  WEST. 
Soprano  singer.  Several  years  in  Fitchburg,  Worcester  and 
Boston  churches.  Long  record  of  oratorio  and  patriotic  music 
in  principal  cities.  Appeared  with  Parepa,  Formes,  Adelaide 
Phillips,  Xilsson,  Gnerrabella,  Rudersdorf  and  many  others. 
Studied  in  Europe  with  Randegger  and  Madame  Dolby.  Sang 
at  second  Peace  Jubilee,  Boston,  and  at  a  reception  in  Dr.  New- 
man Hall's  church,  London. 


MRS.  ELIZA  TRASK  HILL. 

Woman  siiffragist  ami  journalist.  Youngest  daughter  of 
Rev.  George  and  Ruth  F.  Trask.  Ten  years  a  teacher.  Editor 
Woman's  Voice  and  Public  School  Champion.  One  of  the  first 
to  join  W.  C.  T.  U.  Prison  and  Jail  department,  working  for 
redemption  of  women.  Identified  with  societies  that  care  for 
and  help  working  girls. 


MRS.  JANE  MACK  (1790-1861). 

Widow  of  Thomas  Mack.  Came  to  Fitchburg  in  1826; 
became  an  important  agent  in  the  establishment  of  Methodism 
in  Fitchburg.  Trained  her  four  children  to  lives  of  usefulness, 
and  is  remembered  for  her  many  good  deeds. 


MRS.  SARAH  ARNOLD  TORREY  (1805-1900). 
Widow  of  Ebenezer  Torrey.  Died  Jan.  5,  1900,  at  her  resi- 
dence on  Main  street,  where  she  had  lived  since  her  marriage  in 
1832.  Active  in  the  Unitarian  society;  life  member  of  American 
Unitarian  Association ;  member  Soldiers'  Aid  society  during 
Civil  war,  and  Fitchburg  Benevolent  Union.  Many  of  her  kind 
acts  were  known  only  to  herself  and  the  recipient. 


THE  CHOIR  OF  CHRIST  CHURCH  (EPISCOPAL),  1900. 
Mottlton,  Photo. 
196 


STATUE  OF  JOSEPH  HENRY. 
In  the  rotunda  of  the  new  Congressional  Library,  Washing-  HERBERT  ADAMS, 

ton,  D.  C.    Herbert  Adams,  sculptor. 


REV.  WILLIAM  P.  TILDEN  (1811-90). 

Native  of  South  Scituate.  Learned  trade  of  shipbuilder. 
Ordained  a  minister  in  the  Unitarian  church  1841,  and  pastor 
of  First  Parish  church  in  Fitchburg  1855-62;  afterwards  had 
for  many  years  a  successful  pastorate  in  Boston. 


REV.  CHARLES  WESLEY  EMERSON. 

Preacher,  author,  orator,  and  founder  of  Emerson  College 
of  Oratory,  Boston.  Pastor  of  the  Unitarian  church  in  Fitch- 
burg 1871-75. 
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REV.  ALFRED  EMERSON  (1812-96). 
Yale  '34;   Andover  Theological  Seminary.    Tutor  at  Yale 


1837—40;  professor  Western  Reserve  College, 
church  in  Fitchburg  1858-70. 


Pastor  of  C.  C. 


REV.  HENRY  L.  JONES. 
First  rector  of  Christ  church  (Episcopal),  Fitchburg,  1863— 
75.    The  fine  stone  church  edifice  in  Fitchburg  was  built  during 
his  pastorate.     Now  rector  of  the  Episcopal  church  in  Wilkes 
Barre,  Pa. 


"1801     Gloria  Dei  et  in  Memoriam  Alvah  Crocker    1874- " 

THE  CROCKER  MEMORIAL  WINDOWS,  CHRIST  CHURCH  (EPISCOPAL). 

Fairbanks,  Photo. 


Dennis  Fay.      Adaline  A.  Fay.  George  Flag*?  Fay.      Emily  Upton  Fay. 

THE  FAY  MEMORIAL  WINDOWS,  CHRIST  CHURCH  (EPISCOPAL),  MAY  8,  1896 

Fairbanks,  Photo. 


Alice  Upton  Fay. 


CHRIST  CHURCH  (EPISCOPAL).  FIRST  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

Window  to  the  memory  of  Charles  Henry  Boylston  Snow  Window  to  the  memory  of  Thomas  Mack  and  wife,  given 

and  Eliza  Serrest  Snow.  by  their  son,  the  late  Thomas  Mack  of  Boston. 

Fairbanks,  Photo.  Cate,  Photo. 
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ARTHUR  B.  HITCHCOCK. 
Manager  advertising  department  Ladies'  Home  Journal. 
Sang  two  years  in  Rollstone  choir,  Fitchburg;  more  than 
twenty  years  in  Boston  churches;  member  of  Apollo  club;  more 
than  eleven  years  with  Boston  Ideal  Opera  Co.  as  its  original 
baritone  soloist  in  "Pinafore,"  and  did  much  solo  work  for 
oratorios,  societies  and  conventions  throughout  New  England. 


WARREN  S.  RUSSELL  (1841-84). 


Leader  Fitchburg  Band  and  Russell  Orchestra;  with  7th 
Regt.  band;  leading  soloist  in  Gen.  0.  A.  Gillmore's  post  band, 
Hilton  Head;  with  bands  at  Concord,  Nashua,  Winchendon, 
Gardner,  and  sixteen  years  the  popular  leader  of  the  Fitchburg 
band.  In  1873  the  citizens  of  Fitchburg  presented  him  with  an 
elegant  and  costly  E  flat  cornet. 


E.  PERCIVAL  COLEMAN,  Composer. 
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UNCLE  CYRUS  THURSTON  (1796-1884).  JOHN  MINOT  TWITCHELL  (1824-91). 

Was   remarkably   successful    teaching  singing  schools   for  Wfls  in  tfae  employ  of  the  pitchburg  Woolen  Mill  Co.  for 

thirty  years,  not  only  in  Fitchburg  but  in  twentv-eight  towns  ,        •  e,+M„4.„ 

.„',,".      ,,,,,  ^  ,    j.  ,  fortv-six  years.     Resided  on  corner  ol  Oliver  and  Main  streets, 

outside;  often  leader  m  old  folks'  concerts.    Selectman,  Assessor  J  J 

sixteen  years,  Overseer  ol  the  Poor  thirty-four  years.  where  Twitchell's  Block  now  stands. 
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EZRA  B.  ROCKWOOD  (1817-98). 


Came  to  Fitchburg  about  1848.    Dealt  in  millinery  and  car-  JOSIAH  SPAULDING  (1822—92) 

Tied  on  a  bonnet  bleachery  for  twenty-five  years,  when  he  re-  Cam£  tQ  Fitchbtirg  1  844.    Worked  for  Walter  Heywood  and 

^tired^from  active  trade.    Alderman  1873-74.  Alonzo  Davis  in  chair  business.    In  grocery  business  for  many 

years.    Served  in  Co.  A,  53d  Regt.,  during  Civil  war. 
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DEA.  TIMOTHY  FITCH  DOWNE  (1776-1860). 

One  of  the  first  deacons  in  the  Trinitarian  church.  Identi- 
fied with  the  anti-slavery  movement. 


MRS.  ELIZA  DOWNE  TUFTS  (1801-88). 

Lifelong  resident  of  Fitchburg.  Many  years  a  very  efficient 
teacher  in  the  public  schools. 


ASA  THURSTON.  LUCY  (GOODALE)  THURSTON. 

Asa  Thurston  was  one  of  the  pioneer  missionaries  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  residing  for  forty  years  at  the  royal  capital;  the 
instructor  of  kings,  translator  of  the  Bible,  and  probably  the  most  remarkable  man  Fitchburg  ever  produced.  He  died  at  Honolulu, 
March  11,  1868,  over  eighty  years  of  age.  His  wife,  Lucy  (Goodale)  Thurston,  died  Oct.  13,  1876,  lacking  only  sixteen  days  of 
being  eighty-one  years  old. 
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JOHN  LOWE  AND  FAMILY. 


Moulton,  Photo,  1892. 


CHAPTER  V. 


REMINISCENCES  OF  EARLY  SETTLERS. 


O  better  introduction  to  the  representative  men  of  Fitch- 
burg  of  a  century  ago  can  be  offered  than  that  of  Mr. 
Eben  Bailey  in  his  History  of  Fitchburg  :  "There  was 
no  'milk  and  water'  about  our  early  ancestors.  They 
came  here  to  struggle  with  the  forces  of  nature  when  to 
do  so  was  almost  a  struggle  for  life.  Their  natures, 
like  their  muscles,  were  toughened,  and  yet  they  were 
kindly,  genial  men,  who  could  be  touched  by  a  joy  or 
sorrow  as  truly  and  as  sensibly  as  we."  As  has  been  stated  the  first  settler 
was  David  Page.  His  father,  Samuel  Page,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Lunenburg,  and  was  universally  distinguished  by  the  honorable  title  of 
"Old  Governor  Page,"  and  his  faithful  subjects  comprised  his  wife,  Martha, 


LEONARD  DOWNE. 
Uncle  to  E.  P.  Downe  and  Joseph  A.  Tufts. 
Born  Jan.  8,  1800;  Died  Nov.  30,  1824. 


ALONZO  DAVIS  CHAIR  SHOP,  CIRCLE  STREET. 
Mr.  Davis  discontinued  the  business  in  1877,  disposing  of  the  factory  to  the  Parkhill  Manufacturing  Co. 


CAPT.  THOMAS  COWDIN  (1720-92).  MRS.  HANNAH  COWDIN  (174-0-1822). 
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WALTER  HEYWOOD  CHAIR  MANUFACTORY,  RIVER  STREET,  1875. 
Showing  Kimball  Street,  Cleghorn  District  and  the  Nashua  River  before  the  mills  were  erected. 

Moulton,  Photo. 
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JOSEPH  FOX,  ESQ.  (174-5-1823). 

Joseph  Fox,  Esq.,  served  on  the  committee  appointed  for  public 
safety  prior  to  the  Revolution,  and  was  first  lieutenant  in  Capt. 
Ebenezer  Bridge's  company  of  minute  men  which  responded  to  the 
Lexington  alarm.  He  was  justice,  town  clerk,  town  treasurer, 
member  of  the  school  committee  and  many  other  important  com- 
mittees, representative  to  General  Court,  etc. 
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THOMAS  COWDIN  UPTON. 
Son  of  ]acob  Upton,  grandson  of  Thomas  Cowdin  ;  born  in 
Fitch  burg  July  30,  1819.  Went  to  California  in  1849;  Council- 
man 1873—74;  started  first  evening  school,  Nov.,  1863,  in  a  hall 
over  T.  C.  Caldwell's  store;  also  actively  interested  in  starting 
Fitchburg  and  Fidelity  cooperative  banks,  working  without  pay. 


COL.  WILLIAM  F.  DAY  (1815-79). 
Landlord  at  different  times  of  the  American,  Fitchburg  and 
Kollstone    Houses— warm  -  hearted,  genial,  kind  and  obliging. 
Began  hotel  life  as  a  bellboy  with  Mr.  Young  of  Springfield, 
afterward  of  Young's  Hotel,  Boston. 


Old  wood  cut  used  on  the  handbills  of  the  Thief  Detecting  society,  a  significant  proclamation  to  thieves  and  a  special  terror  to 
those  on  horseback.  The  society  was  organized  in  1834  in  Ashburnham,  and  included  in  its  membership  residents  of  Fitchburg  and 
adjoining  towns  as  well. 

By  permission  of  Sentinel  Printing  Company. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


OLD  MEETING-HOUSES,  CEMETERIES,  ETC. 


which 
nished 
time, 
before 


CCORDING  to  the  records  the  first  town  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Hunt  tavern  March  5th,  1764.     The  first 
religious  services  were  conducted  the  following  winter 
JBFii  at  the  same  place  by  Rev.  Peter  Whitney  the  historian, 
al  The  first  meeting-house  was  built  by  the  town,  on  land 
given  by  Thomas  Cowdin  for  that  purpose,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Crescent  and  Blossom  streets.    A  brick  school 
house  was  afterward  built  on  the  spot,  a  portion  of 
still  remains.    This  church  was  built  piece  by  piece ;  the  town  fur- 
the  "stuff"  and  employed  people  to  work  on  it,  finishing  part  at  a 
It  was  ready  for  occupancy  in  two  years,  but  it  was  seven  years 
it  was  actually  completed.    It  was  built  in  the  following  order  :  The 
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UPPER  MAIN  STREET,  LOOKING  TOWARD  THE  UPPER  COMMON  AND  UNITARIAN  CHURCH. 

Moulton,  Photo. 
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RESIDENCE  OF  C.  A.  CROSS. 
That  portion  of  the  upper  common  which  shows  in  the  foreground  of  the  picture  is  very  near  the  site  of  the  second 
meeting  house  built  by  the  town,  now  standing  on  the  corner  of  Circle  and  Main  streets. 

Moulton,  Photo. 
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Thomas  Royal  Arch  Chapter  (named  after 
Isaiah  Thomas  of  Worcester,  whose  autograph 
letter  of  permission  for  the  use  of  his  name  is 
among  its  treasured  relics),  was  instituted  at 
Princeton  Dec.  21,  1821,  and  removed  to  Fitch- 
burg  Nov.  13,  1847. 

Charles  W.  Moore  Lodge  was  instituted  Oct. 
9,  1865. 

Ladv  Emma  Chapter,  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star,  instituted  May  10,  1889. 


Nelson 


MASONIC. 

The  entire  third  and  fourth  floors  of  the 
Fitchburg  Savings  Bank  building  are  occupied 
by  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Especially  prepared 
for  this  purpose  in  its  construction,  thev  were 
first  occupied  in  November,  1871,  and  form  one 
of  the  finest  suites  in  the  state. 


Aurora  Lodge,  which  will  soon  celebrate  its 
centennial,  was  instituted  at  Leominster  June  9, 
1801,  and  removed  to  Fitchburg  March  17,1845 


3n ur  (uk  u  ttj  - 1 If t  r>,  490  0. 


JERUSALEM  COMMANDERY,  NO.  19,  KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR.   INSTITUTED  OCT.  13,  1865. 

O.  W.  Leighton,  Salem  Willows  Studio,  Photo. 
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HOME  OF  CAPT.  EBENEZER  BRIDGE. 
On  what  was  known  as  the  Crown  Point  road  on  that  portion  now  known  as  the  Richardson  road  — about  midway 

between  the  present  Ashby  and  Fisher  roads. 
Fairbanks  Photo. 
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UPTON  TAVERN  VIEWS. 

1.  Original  Upton  tavern  from  southwest.  2.  Southeast  view  with  porch  addition;  now  the  residence  of  Charles  L.  Fairbanks. 
3.  Dining-room  and  open  fireplace.  4.  Front  hall  and  closet  under  stairs  where  Dr.  Jonas  Marshall  was  secreted.  5.  Parlor  corner 
and  Franklin  stove.    6.  Andrew  Tackson  Dean,  last  surviving  child  of  Capt.  Francis  Dean,  now  in  his  84th  year. 
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CHARLES  L.  FAIRBANKS.  CHARLES  C.  WALKER. 

Connected  with  the  coal  business  in  Fitch  burg  continuously  In  Fitchburg  since  1866.    Many  years  in  company  with  Nat 

t  .  x-  _t  c       j  ,*      .,  -,         -i  o-o  Cowdin  in  the  nianulacture  ol  soap.     Served  in  Co.   D,  2d 

tor  more  than  tortv  vears.    Served  the  citv  as  councilman  18*3.  T  , -    ,         D    ,  n  i     n  \  t>     ,mj„  i  cot  go 

-  -  -  Mass.  Intantrv.    Past  Commander  G.  A.  R.    Alderman  1897-99. 
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PUTNAM  MACHINE  SHOP  INTERIORS,  1869. 

Moulton,  Photo. 


2-J-3 


JOHN  PUTNAM  (1810-88). 
Native  of  Peterboro,  N.  H.     Firm  of  J.  &  S.  W.  Putnam, 
in  Fitehburg  1838-58;    connected  with  the   Putnam  Machine 
Co.  from  its  organization  in  1858  to  time  of  his  death. 


SALMON  W.  PUTNAM  (1815-72). 
Native  of  Hopkinton,  N.  H.     Firm  of  J.  &  S.  W.  Putnam, 
in  Fitehburg  1838-58;   organizer  of  Putnam  Machine  Co.  in 
1858,  and  president  to  time  of  his  death. 


The  firm  of  J.  &  S.  W.  Putnam,  founders  of  the  iron  business  in  Fitehburg,  came  here  in  1838,  hired  a  room  20x30  feet  in  the 
old  Burbank  paper  mill,  then  owned  by  Alvab  Crocker,  and  began  in  a  small  way  an  industry  that  has  since  then  become  so  large 
and  important  as  to  give  to  Fitehburg  the  name  of  the  "Machine  City." 


RESIDENCE  OF  THE  LATE  SALMON  W.  PUTNAM,  WALNUT  STREET. 

Laura  P.  Stewart,  Photo. 
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S.  W.  Putnam  Sons. 


J 


CHARLES  F.  PUTNAM.  GEORGE  E.  PUTNAM  (1854-92). 

„     .  1    ,  _.  „,    ,  .      _  General  superintendent  Putnam  Machine  Co.     Graduate  ot 

President  Putnam  Machine  Co.    Alderman  1877-78.  Michigan  University  Law  School. 

S.  W.  Putnam  Sons. 


ABOLITION  OF  THE  GRADE  CROSSING  AT  PUTNAM  STREET,  SHOWING  WORK  AT  DIFFERENT  STAGES. 

The  five  larger  views  were  taken  by  S.  W.  Putnam,  3d,  the  ten  smaller  by  Charles  F.  Putnam. 
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CHARLES  H.  BROWN. 
Came  to  Fitchburg  in  1849.    Of  the  firm  of  J.  &  S.  W.  Put- 
nam &  Co.  for  ten  years;  engaged  in  the  machinery  business  for 
himself  in  1859,  inventing  and  manufacturing  the  Brown  engine. 


Monlton,  Photo. 


RESIDENCES  OF  S.  C.  WRIGHT  AND  [AMES  L.  CHAPMAN,  1878. 


S.  C.  WRIGHT  (1816-80) 
Came  to  Fitehburg  in  1851.     Partner  in  firm  of  J.  & 
until  1863;  later  in  the  machinery  business  with  J.  L. 
others.     Superintendent  of  Fitehburg  Machine  Works  at 


RESIDENCE  OF  TAMES  L  CHAPMAN, 
S.  W.  Putnam 

Chapman  and      so'  1 '.><)<> 

time  of  death.  i. 


CHARLES  BURLEIGH  (1824-83). 
Native  of  Waterville,  Me.     Inventor  of  the  Burleigh  rock 
drill.     With  J.  &  S.  W.  Putnam  1850-69;  Burleigh  Rock  Drill 
Co.  from  1867.    Interested  in  various  railroad  and  mauufactur- 
ing  companies. 


TOHM  HURNEY  (1829-1900). 
Native  of  Carlisle,  England;  came  here  1854-.  With  Putnam 
Machine  Co.  about  thirty  years.    At  one  time  president  Union 
Machine  Co  ;    interested   in   many  manufacturing  enterprises. 
President  Common  Council,  Alderman,  and  prominent  Mason. 


LOUIS  DeBLOIS  BARTLETT  (1825-98). 
Native  of  Marblehead.    Machinist  and  inventor;  twenty-six 
years  with   Putnam   Machine  Co.     Director  Rollstone  bank; 
trustee  and  on  investment  committee  Worcester  North  Savings 
Institution;  trustee  Public  Library  at  time  of  his  death. 


CHARLES  W.  PUTNAM. 
Native  or  Fitchburg,  son  of  John  Putnam.    Foreman  of  the 
tool  department  of  Putnam  Machine  Co. 


A.  D.  WAYMOTH.  RICHARD  A.  LEONARD. 

t>                                                     r    ,  ,  •                        Manufacturer  of  packing  boxes.    Connected  with  the  Buck- 
tor  more  than  fiftv  years  a  manufacturer  01  machinery  in              „      •       , ,    ,  .    ^        .&  t,.^  .  ,         ,•        ,  „„„  __■     0  , 
-    -  -             eye  Mowing  Machine  Co.  m  ritchburg  from  1869—77.  berved 
Fitchburg.    Inventor  of  the  Waymothjlathe.  the  citv  sjx  vears  m  the  Common  Council,  Representative  1886. 


HENRY  THRASHER. 
Forty-one  years  a  resident  of  Fitchburg.    Served  the  city  as 
Councilman  1891,  Alderman  1892  —  93,  and  as  Representative 
1896-97. 


SEWELL  G.  GUSHING. 
Thirty-eight  years  in  Fitchburg;  twenty-five  years  in  wood- 
turning  business.     Served  in  Co.  H,  4th  Mass.  Heavy  Artillery. 
Representative  1900. 


2.-,.-, 


A.  H.  BURGESS.  DR.  D.  S.  WOODWORTH. 

,.        ,  „    r.       TTj      „        .  ,      _              „        .,  .     ,  Native  of  Greenfield,  Mass.     Practicing  physician  in  Fitch- 
Native  of  Grafton,  Vt.    Druggist.    Common  Council  1891,  burg  since  lg76    Seryed  severa]  years  as  city  Physician,  mem- 

1893-95,  president  the  last  three  3'ears;  Water  Commissioner  ber  of  School   Board,  president    Common  Council.  Actively 

since  1896;  Representative  to  the  Legislature  1898-99.  identified  with  Masons,  Odd  Fellows  and  Knights  of  Pythias. 
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CHARLES  HENRY  COMEE  (1840-78). 

Waspbr  nine  years  in  Vermont  &  Massachusetts 
railroad  office  as  clerk  for  Snpt.  Ruggles,  and  Assistant 
Superintendent  of  the  Fitehburg  railroad  from  1874  to 
time  of  his  death.  Although  a  young  man,  he  was 
one  of  the  most  active  railroad  men  in  this  part  of 
the  country. 


OTIS  T.  RUGGLES  (1829-77). 

Was  Superintendent  of  the  Vermont  &  Massachu- 
setts railroad  from  1851  to  1874,  when  it  was  merged 
into  the  Fitchburg  railroad.  While  Mr.  Ruggles  was 
Representative  to  the  Legislature  the  last  appropria- 
tion was  made  for  the  completion  of  the  Hoosac  Tunnel. 


DR.  THOMAS  R.  BOUTELLE  (1795-1869).  DR.  THOMAS  S.  BLOOD  (1810-89). 

Practiced   in    New    Braintree    and    Leominster ;    came  to 
Fitchburg  in  1833.    During  the  Rebellion  was  chairman  of  the  First  dentist  to  settle  in   Fitchburg,  came  here  in  1840. 

relief  committee  of  the  town  and  labored  incessantly  for  the       Identified  with  temperance  work  and  educational  affairs, 
comfort  of  soldiers'  families. 
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DR.  JONAS  A.  MARSHALL  (1800-87). 
Forty  years  a  physician   here,  and   twenty-four  successive 
vears  town  clerk. 


DR.  ALFRED  MILLER  (1815-77). 
Native  of  West  Westminster,  Vt.    Practicing  physician  in 
Fitchburg   from    1862;    fifteen    years   coroner   of  Worcester 
Count}'.     Fifteen  years  School  Committeeman;  two  years  in 
Legislature. 


2f,(J 


DR.  ALFRED  HITCHCOCK  (1813-74). 
As  a  practitioner  of  medicine  and  surgery  he  had  no  peer 
in  this  vicinity.    Nearly  one  quarter  of  his  time  during  the  war 
was  given  to  the  care  of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  in  the  field 
and  at  home. 


DR.  GEORGE  D.  COLONY  (1821-98). 
A  physician  in  Fitchburg  from  1861.     Long  a  member  ot 
School  Committee  and  trustee  of  Public  Library ;  Councilman 
1876-77.    Vestryman  or  warden  Christ  church  from  1863. 
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STEPHEN  W.  DOLE  (1818-81).  ABEL  F.  ADAMS  (1800-69). 

Was  a  blacksmith  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Fitchburg.  One  of  the  most  successful  farmers  of  his  day  in  Fitchburg 

Eight  years  foreman  of  the  blacksmith  shop,  Fairbanks  scale  His  farm  buildings  were  at  the  head  of  Blossom  street  the 
works,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.  street  having  since  been  extended  through  his  farm. 
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CHARLES  FESSENDEN  (1812-84). 

Carriage  and  harness  maker  in  Fitchburg  for  nearly  fifty 
years,  most  of  the  time  on  Academy  street.  Prominent  Mason 
and  Odd  Fellow,  and  active  in  temperance  work. 


DANIEL  MESSINGER. 
Settled  over  one  hundred  estates  and  assisted  in  settlement 
of  seventy-nine  others.     Served  town  seven  years  as  Assessor, 
five  years  as  chairman  of  the  board ;  many  years  assessor  in 
the  C.  C.  church 


IT,.'! 


DR.  THOMAS  PALMER. 
Born  in  Fitchburg,  June  26,  1820.    A  dentist  1844-49  in 
the  Tolman  house.     Since  that  time  at  his  octagon  residence. 


DR.  THOMAS  PALMER'S  OCTAGON  RESIDENCE 
And  office,  erected  winter  of  1848—49. 


PEARL  HILL  FROM  BLOSSOM  STREET. 
Moulton,  Photo. 
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CHARLES  ADAMS  PRIEST  (1832-87).  LUCIUS  ALDRICH  (1820-83) 

ter  Sn^i?^  °f  t]u   C\  o  ^r/eSt  U?mbe'"  C°-    President  Worces"  Prominent  contractor  and  builder.    Eight  years  chief  of  Fire 

Masonic  frtterrni  vUr  ^  ^  *  Pr0tnment  member  of  the  Department,  Water  Commissioner,  Selectman,"  Councilman  and 

masonic  iraternity.  Alderman.    Manv  nf  Hip  niihl.V  h„;M,\,„e  k..  t,:„. 


Alderman.    Many  of  the  public  buildings  were  built  bv  him. 
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DAVID  FLINT  McINTIRE  (1812-87).  CHARLES  J.  BILLINGS  (1822-96). 

Came  to  Fitchburg  in  1835.    Merchant,  landlord,  and  many  Came  to  Fitchburg  in  184-5.   Served  the  Fitchburg  Bank  as 

years  in  the  lumber  business.  Auctioneer  for  nearly  fifty  years,  clerk,  teller,  cashier  and  vice-president;  treasurer  Fitchburg 
and  few  knights  of  the  hammer  officiated  so  long  or  so  well.  Savings  Bank  1872—94-.    Prominent  Odd  Fellow  and  Mason. 
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JAMES  F.  STILES.  A.  K.  ORDWAV. 

Senior  merchant  in  Fitehburg.    Worked  for  T.  C.  Caldwell  K-at!l,e,  °f  Fitchburg.    Engaged  in  the  flour  and  grain  busi- 

iOA.,    .  .  ,  -  ,   ,.       ,      ,        .    .  .  ,,.  ness  m  1848,  and  m  the  coal  business  in  1881 .    Served  the  town 

1841-44,  since  which  time  has  been  m  business  for  himself.  as  Selectman,  Overseer  of  Poor,  and  the  citv  as  Alderman. 


JOHN  LOWE.  ORIN  M.  LOWE. 

For  more  than  half  a  century  engaged  in  the  dressing  and  Firm  of  Lowe  Bros.  &  Co.    Was  with  his  father  much  ot 

selling  of  meats.  Had  a  market  in  basement  of  the  building  the  time  previous  to  that.  Was  Councilman  in  1889,  and 
corner  of  Main  and  Blossom  streets  previous  to  1860.  Alderman  in  1900. 

269 


ASA  S.  LAWTON  (1829-1900).  JOSEPH  L.  PERKINS  (1828-90). 

Real  estate  agent  in  Fitchburg  from  1865.   Served  as  Conn-  In  Fitchburg  from  1870.    In  partnership  with  Asa  S.  Law 

cilman  and  Alderman,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Odd  Ftllows.        ton  in  the  real  estate  business  from  January  1,  1872. 
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ROBERT  LAVVTON. 

Succeeded  to  Asa  S.  Lawton  real  estate  business. 
irg  since  1891.    Alderman  in  1899. 


GEORGE  H.  RANDEL. 
Thirty  years  in  the  market  business  in  Fitchburg.  Served 
In  Fitch-       in  Co.  A,  3d  Vermont  Volunteers.     Two  terms  as  colonel  of 
Third  Regiment,  Patriarchs  Militant,  I.  0.  O.  F. 
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NATHAN  TOLMAN  (1797-1853). 
For  many  years  engaged  in  the  iron  business.    One  ot 
t  deacons  in  the  Trinitarian  church. 


"i  = 

■I:  I 


DEALERS  IH  IRON, 

BGUsnms  mm,  memm.   |  | 


'Zjfif  Tolman  &  Proctor  have  removed  to  Kollstono  Block,  near  too  ' 

"v  '  ■'     J  R.  R-  Depot,  and  would  now  offer  to  the  public  %1M,  „1M/ 

a  general  assortment  of  .  itt 

m$z  mm  mm  iwl 

Minting  iul)id)  man  be  foiini)  ll)c  following  ^rtides : 
Old  Sable,  Swedes,  English  and  American  Band  and  Hoop 
Iron.  ;  Ca.it,  German,  Swedes,  English  &  American 
Spring  and  Corking  Steel. 

mm  mm  g»  mye^ 

!    BAR  MOULDS,  HORSE  SHOES,  FILES  &  HORSE  RASPS, 

VISES,  ANVILS,  WASHERS, 

NUTS,  LEAD,  ZINK,  and  BORAX  ; 
B&BSIb  OX,,  4  BTBilR  N  AILS  OF  A,L  t  K  t?D  S«. 

-ALSO- 

Adams'  Patent  Wood  Pumps. 

ALL  OF  THE  ABOVE  ARTICLES  ABE  OFFERED  ON  THE  MOST 
REASONABLE  TERMS  FOR  CASH 

Fitchbi.rg,  Oct.  20th,  1*45,  ?,ATrvi5  ™iS£?oa.  «, 

'^i^%i^(iiuiiiiiiii^iiiciiiw^^ 


]le  Reproduction  of  an  old  handbill  advertisement  issued  IJ3' 

Tolman  &  Proitor  in  1845. 
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SULLIVAN  G.  PROCTOR. 
Machinist.    Several  years  in  iron  business  with  N  Tolman 
and  I.  C.  Wright;  in  1862  engaged  in  coal  business  with  J.  F. 
D.  Garfield,  soon   withdrawing  in  favor  of  his  son.    Since  en- 
gaged in  attending  to  his  real  estate  interests. 


SETH  TWICHELL. 
Building  mover  for  more  than  half  a  century.    Moved  the 
state  house,  Columbia,  S.  C,  Fort  William  Henry  Hotel,  Lake 
George,  the  Merrifield  steam  chimney  in  Worcester,  and  many 
of  Fitchburg's  transplanted  buildings. 


CHAPTER  X. 


REMINISCENCES  OF  FITCHBURG  PIONEERS  IN  KANSAS. 


The  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  in  1854  had  opened  up  a  vast  domain 
to  the  spread  of  slavery.  By  its  provisions  the  infamous  fugitive-slave  law  was 
extended  into  these  territories,  and  so  far  as  congressional  action  could  go,  every 
foot  in  the  United  States  was  open  to  slavery.  Jefferson  Davis  was  secretar}'  of 
state,  Franklin  Pierce  president,  and  the  administration  at  Washington  was  wholly 
devoted  to  establishing  slavey  in  Kansas.  When  it  became  known  that  this  bill 
had  been  signed  by  the  president,  bells  were  tolled  in  the  towns  and  cities  of  the 
North  for  what  was  then  considered  the  death-knell  of  freedom. 

Wendell  Phillips,  as  reported  in  the  Liberator,  said:  "The  moment  you  throw 
the  struggle  with  slavery  into  the  half-barbarous  West,  where  things  are  decided  by 
the  revolver  and  bowie-knife,  slavery  triumphs."  Mr.  Garrison  said:  "Will  Kansas 
be  a  free  state?  We  answer,  No,  not  while  the  existing  Union  stands.  Its  fate  is, 
settled.  Eastern  emigration  will  avail  nothing  to  keep  slavery  out  of  Kansas."  At  this  critical  period  there 
were  those,  however,  "who  heard  the  divine  call  for  defenders  of  liberty  and  obeyed  the  signal  that 
pointed  to  Kansas  as  the  battle  ground."  One  of  the  first  in  the  field  was  the  Hon.  Eli  Thayer  of  Worces- 
ter, who  conceived  the  ideas  embodied  in  the  plan  of  the  Emigrant  Aid  Society — that  of  organized  emi- 
gration, guided  and  guarded  by  a  responsible  business  company,  where  capital  should  precede  the  emigrants 
and  prepare  the  way  for  their  comfort  and  protection.  Thayer  was  the  acknowledged  leader  in  this  great 
enterprise,  and  he  was  most  fortunate  in  his  selection  of  Dr.  Charles  Robinson,  afterwards  governor  of 
Kansas,  to  carry  out  the  plans  and  purposes  of  the  organization. 

292 


Dr.  Robinson  had  been  a  physician  two  years  in  Fitchburg,  going  to  California  as  surgeon  of  a  pioneer 
party  in  '49.  While  there  joined  with  the  miners  and  settlers  against  what  were  known  as  the  "  Land 
Grabbers."  In  the  "Squatter  riot"  which  ensued  he  was  shot  through  the  body,  placed  on  board  a  prison 
ship,  and  there  held  until  elected  to  the  California  legislature.  Returning  to  Fitchburg  he  resumed  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  and  at  the  urgent  request  of  Benjamin  Snow  and  other  friends  took  charge  of  the  Fitch- 
burg- News,  which  he  conducted  with  great  vigor  for  two  years.  In  October,  1851,  he  married  the  daughter 
of  Hon.  Myron  Lawrence  of  Belchertown.  She  proved  a  worthy  companion  for  him,  especially  in  the  Kan- 
sas struggle  in  which  they  were  so  soon  to  engage,  for  her  excellent  judgment  and  ready  pen  did  valiant 
service  for  the  cause  of  freedom.  Dr.  Robinson  possessed  all  the  elements  of  leadership.  Cool,  sagacious, 
self-possessed  and  entirely  devoid  of  fear,  he  knew  what  to  do  and  did  it.  His  policy,  first,  last  and  all  the 
time,  was  non-resistance  to  the  U.  S.  government.  He  was  imprisoned,  his  house  burned,  and  his  life  often 
threatened,  ytt  he  never  counselled  armed  resistance  to  the  army  under  the  flag  of  our  common  countn-. 
Dr.  Robinson  was  elected  provisional  governor  in  1856.  Afterwards,  while  on  his  way  East  in  company 
with  Mrs.  Robinson,  he  was  arrested  by  federal  authority  at  Lexington  on  the  trumped  up  charge  of  being 
a  fugitive  from  justice.  Judge  Sawyer,  to  whose  house  they  were  taken,  had  lived  in  Fitchburg,  studied  law 
in  Wood  &  Torrey's  office,  and  treated  his  prisoner  more  like  a  prince  than  a  fugitive  from  justice.  While 
there  Robinson  received  a  call  from  Dr.  R.  H.  McDonald,  the  surgeon  who  extracted  the  ball  from  Robin- 
son's body  when  he  was  shot  in  the  Squatter  riot  of  1850.  As  Mrs.  Robinson  was  not  regarded  as  a  fugi- 
tive from  justice  or  labor,  she  was  permitted  to  go  on  her  journey.  Robinson  was  taken  to  Westport,  Mo., 
and  to  Lecompton  by  way  of  Leavenworth.  Arriving  at  Leavenworth  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  "Bill" 
Martin,  captain  of  the  Kickapoo  Rangers,  and  three  assistants.  Martin  was  called  to  attend  private  meet- 
ings, reporting  occasionally  to  his  prisoner.  He  said  the  pro-slavery  men  wanted  him  to  surrender  his  pris- 
oner that  night,  and  when  he  declined  they  wanted  him  to  lock  him  in  a  room  and  leave  him  without  a 
guard.  He  said  he  got  mad  and  told  them  when  a  prisoner  was  placed  in  his  charge  by  the  U.  S.  govern- 
ment he  would  protect  that  prisoner  while  his  own  life  should  last.  As  the  excitement  increased,  Martin 
said  he  should  give  him  a  pistol  with  which  he  could  help  defend  himself.  That  night,  Judge  Lecompte  and 
Marshal  Donaldson  slept  with  their  bed  against  the  prisoner's  door,  while  Gen.  Richardson  occupied  his  bed. 
Early  next  morning,  before  the  drunken  mob  was  on  the  street,  a  company  of  U.  S.  dragoons  from  Fort 
Leavenworth  appeared  with  an  empty  saddle,  which  was  soon  filled  with  the  prisoner,  and  he  was  taken  to 
Lecompton  to  join  the  other  "traitors,"  under  charge  of  U.  S.  troops. 
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JOSEPH  LOWE 


JOSIAH  C.  TRASK. 
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A  daguerreotype  of  Dr.  Robinson,  taken  at  Leavenworth 
with  his  keeper,  "Bill"  Martin,  at  the  latter's  recpuest,  and 
given  to  Robinson  as  a  souvenir,  is  here  reproduced.  Martin, 
as  captain  of  the  Rangers,  had  acquired  a  bad  reputation, 
which  was  not  wholly  deserved.  He  had  a  kind  heart  and 
high  sense  of  honor.  Gov.  Robinson  always  called  him  Mr. 
Martin.  While  these  events  were  transpiring  Lawrence  had 
been  declared  to  be  in  rebellion,  its  printing  presses  and  new 
hotel  indicted  as  nuisances  and  then  destroyed,  its  leading  citi- 
zens arrested  on  charge  of  treason,  and  the  town  pillaged  by 
an  armed  mob.  After  his  release  on  $5000  bonds,  Robinson 
continued  to  act  as  provisional  governor.  In  1861  he  was 
made  first  governor  of  the  new  state,  and  as  war  governor 
proved  an  able  executive. 

The  Hunt  family  were  the  most  numerous  of  any  from 
Fitchburg.  George  Washington  Hunt  was  conductor  ot  sev- 
eral parties  to  Kansas,  was  commissar}'  general  1st  division, 
Kansas  Vols.,  in  1855,  one  of  the  two  contractors  to  build 
the  large  Free  State  Hotel.  His  eldest  daughter,  Emily  J., 
went  to  Kansas  with  Gov.  and  Mrs.  Robinson,  and  married 
Hon.  Joel  Grover.  His  sons,  Charles  W.  and  George  A.  took 
active  part  as  voung  pioneers. 

George  F.  Earl  was  a  member  of  the  first  military  com-  CAPT-  MARTIN  AND  DR.  ROBINSON, 

pany,  sheriff  of  Douglas  county.  Gov.  Robinson  found  him  trusty  and  reliable  in  every  emergency.  Dur- 
ing the  civil  war  he  was  in  the  United  States  signal  service  and  lost  his  life  in  the  service.  Besides  those 
elsewhere  mentioned,  there  were  among  the  early  pioneers  from  Fitchburg,  Dea.  John  T.  Farwell,  Dea.  Dan- 
iel Lowe,  Dea.  William  Marshall,  Charles  N.  Wilson,  Albert  H.  Andrews,  Henry  Bacon,  Mrs.  Sarah  M.  Earl, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Earl,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  W.  Grew,  Mrs.  Abbie  S.  Gay,  Miss  M.  E.  Gay,  Mr.  In- 
gersoll  and  wife,  William  Ingersoll,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Sands,  Henry  Sawin,  Lucien  Wallace,  Ira  S.  Younglove,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Franklin  Kimball.  Charles  T.  Sawin,  Rufus  G.,  J.  Marshall  and  C.  Payson  Farnsworth. 
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KIT1N3  OK  TUB   KKEK  ST  AT  8  irilTKl,  HWIIEVCK. 

KrajrM  Daguerreotype.  Mini        Mrs.  Kobmsnaj 


"Lawrence,  the  city  where  the  plunderer  feasted 
at  the  hospitable  table  and,  Judas-like,  went  out  to 
betray  it,  will  come  forth  from  its  early  burial  clothed 
with  yet  more  exceeding  beauty.  Out  of  its  charred 
and  blood  stained  ruins  will  spring  the  high  walls 
and  strong  parapets  of  freedom.  The  sad  tragedies 
in  Kansas  will  be  avenged  when  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press  and  of  the  person  are  made  sure  by 
the  downfall  of  those  now  in  power,  and  when  the 
song  of  the  reaper  is  heard  again  on  the  prairies,  and 
instead  of  the  clanking  of  arms  we  see  the  gleam  of 
the  plowshare  in  her  peaceful  valleys." 


While  in  prison  camp  with  her  husband  Mrs.  Robin- 
son wrote  a  book,  published  in  1856,  entitled  "Kansas, 
its  Interior  and  Exterior  Life,"  a  book  which  in  its  time 
was  a  not  unworthy  rival  of  "Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,"  and 
did  scarcely  less  in  its  sphere  to  rouse  the  Northern  heart 
in  the  early  years  of  the  Kansas  struggle.  The  book  was 
issued  simultaneously  in  Cincinnati,  Boston  and  London, 
and  so  great  was  the  demand  that  it  passed  through 
nine  editions,  the  one  recently  published  being  the  tenth. 


nson's  "Kansas,"  1856. 
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Mrs.  Abbv  S.  Gay.  Mrs.  Samuel  Kimball.  Harriet  H.  Earl.  Mrs.  Sarah  M.  Earl. 
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THE  MASSACRE  AT  LAWRENCE,  KANSAS. 

The  city  of  Lawrence  was,  on  the  evening  of 
Aug.  20,  1863,  one  of  the  most  thriving  towns 
between  the  Missouri  river  and  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains. At  daylight  on  the  next  day  it  was  a  heap  of 
ruins.  A  gang  of  guerrillas,  eight  hundred  strong, 
under  Ouantrell,  crossed  the  Missouri  river  on  the 
evening  of  the  20th  and  pushed  forward  to  Law- 
rence, where  they  arrived  just  before  daybreak. 
Guards  were  posted  around  the  town  to  prevent  all 
escape,  and  the  work  of  pillage  and  murder  began. 
The  citizens  were  massacred  by  the  light  of  their 
burning  homes  and  their  bodies  flung  into  wells  and 
cisterns.  In  one  case  twelve  men  were  driven  into 
one  building,  where  they  were  shot  down  and  the 
house  burned  over  their  bodies.  The  number  is  stated 
at  one  hundred  and  eighty,  including  the  mayor  and 
the  principal  citizens.  Two  of  the  banks  were  plundered  and  the  third  escaped  because  the  marauders  could 
not  force  the  safe  in  time.  Loss  of  property,  $2,000,000.  No  other  such  instance  of  wanton  brutality  has 
occurred  during  the  American  war.  The  names  of  Nina  Sahib  in  India,  Cut-Nose  in  Minnesota  and  Quan- 
trell  in  Kansas  will  go  down  in  history  together. — [Harper's  Weekly,  Sept.  5.  1863. 

It  is  now  nearly  forty  years  since  this  tragic  event,  and  Mrs.  Robinson  is  still  living  in  Kansas,  actively 
interested  in  literary  work  and  historical  reminiscences.  In  a  recent  letter  to  the  writer,  dated  Aug.  21, 
1900,  she  says:  *  *  *  *  "This  is  the  anniversary  of  the  Quantrell  raid.  They  had  done  their  fearful 
work  and  gone  at  8.15.  They  came  at  5.15  that  morning.  None  of  us  could  realize  how  much  they  had 
done  until  nearly  noon,  as  all  the  killing  was  at  the  homes.  When  Gov.  Walsh  told  me  he  thought  they 
should  have  to  send  word  to  Leavenworth  that  twelve  persons  had  been  slain,  I  was  astonished,  notwith- 
standing I  heard  the  leader  of  the  gang  who  rode  down  past  the  house  say,  "Kill  every  man,  woman  and 
child."    I  calculated  the  time  by  a  glance  at  the  clock  to  see  how  long  since  the  doctor  left  the  house.  (He 
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and  his  colored  man,  Walter  Johnson,  had  gone  np  to  Oread  to  get  out  the  horses  to  go  over  the  river 
haying.)  He  left  at  a  quarter  before  five.  I  heard  the  bullets  crash  into  Gen.  Deitzler's  room  and  ran  to 
the  front  window  to  see  the  men  in  the  street,  and  heard  the  leader  say,  "Wheel  left!  Kill  every  man, 
woman  and  child."  I  looked  at  the  clock.  It  was  a  quarter  after  five.  The  doctor  had  time  to  go  up  on 
Mount  Oread.  When  the  bullet  crashed  in  I  heard  Gen.  Deitzler's  hired  man  say  under  his  window,  "Well, 
the  Bushwhackers  have  come."  Among  the  victims  of  this  massacre  were  three  Fitchburg  men— Joseph 
Lowe,  Frederick  Kimball  and  Josiah  C.  Trask. 

Mr.  Joseph  Lowe  was  a  most  efficient  man.  He  lost  his  life  the  morning  of  the  raid  by  going  down 
into  a  well  to  assist  in  removing  the  dead  bodies  of  Mayor  Collamore  and  his  hired  man.  They  had  gone 
down  into  the  well  to  escape  from  the  raiders.  Mr.  Lowe  said~to  his  wife,  "Now,  Sarah,  you  write  home 
that  we  are  all  right  and  I  will  go  over  and  see  what  I  can  do  for  Mrs.  Collamore."  He  had  objected  to 
having  a  rope  put  around  his  body,  but  took  it  in  his  hand.  To  their  first  inquiry  from  the  top  of  the 
well  he  replied,  "I  am  all  right."  To  the  second  inquiry  he  gave  no  answer,  and  as  the  attempt  was  made 
to  draw  him  up,  the  rope  slipped  out  of  his  hand.  He  had  been  overcome  by  the  foul  air.  His  remains 
were  brought  to  Fitchburg  and  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  Masons  Sept.  4,  1863. 

Fred  Kimball  was  trustworthy  and  reliable,  a  fine  musician,  as  were  also  his  brothers,  all  members  of 
the  same  band.  Knowing  something  unusual  was  going  on  in  town,  Sam  Kimball  and  Mrs.  Kimball  went 
across  the  dooryard  to  Fred  Kimball's,  house.  Franklin  and  Ed.  Kimball  soon  joined  them.  C.  Payson 
Farns worth  was  also  there.  Three  of  the  gang  of  Bushwhackers  came  to  the  house,  broke  in  the  door,  set 
the  house  on  fire  in  three  places,  arrested  the  men  and  ordered  them  to  jump  over  the  fence  into  Winthrop 
street  and  go  up  to  the  "old  Whitney  house,"  in  the  meantime  beating  them  over  their  heads  with  musical 
instruments  taken  from  the  Kimballs.  One  of  the  gang,  a  brutal  looking  fellow,  stood  in  the  side  door 
watching.  As  Fred  Kimball  did  not  go  over  the  fence  where  the  others  did,  this  man  evidently  thought  he 
was  not  going  with  the  others  and  shot  him  through  the  head,  killing  him  instantly,  while  both  the  Mrs. 
Kimballs  stood  looking  from  the  door.  Franklin  Kimball  escaped  into  a  ravine.  Mrs.  Shultz  and  her  very 
young  babe  were  brought  clown  stairs  to  escape  the  bullets  which  were  being  fired  upon  the  chambers,  and 
laid  upon  the  floor  upon  a  feather  bed.  Payson  Farnsworth  was  relieved  of  seventy  dollars  which  he  had 
in  his  pocket,  and  he  was  compelled,  with  two  others,  to  open  safes. 

Mrs.  Fred  Kimball,  now  Mrs.  Howell,  lives  in  Lawrence.  Mrs.  Ella  Cooper,  or\\y  child  of  Fred  Kimball, 
has  been  for  five  years  a  very  efficient  and  capable  nurse  at  the  Haskell  School  for  Indian  Children. 
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Josiah  C.  Trask  was  as  noble  and  upright  in  mind  as  he  was  stalwart  and  prepossessing  in  physique. 
When  Gov.  Robinson  was  trying  to  run  a  newspaper  in  Fitchburg,  as  well  as  to  practice  medicine,  there 
were  times  when  there  was  a  prospect  of  copy  running  short,  and  Airs.  Robinson  would  hear,  in  Josiah's 
clear  tones  as  he  came  up  between  Mr.  Kinsman's  house  and  Mr.  Proctor's,  "More  copy,  more  copy."  One 
had  to  have  a  little  on  hand  in  case  of  emergency.  At  the  Ouantrell  raid  three  young  men  with  their  wives 
were  boarding  at  Dr.  J.  F.  Griswold's,  a  very  pleasant  home  and  very  admirable  people.  The  people  were 
Mr.  Baker  and  his  wife,  not  a  year  married,  Mr.  Thorpe  and  his  wife  and  one  little  girl,  and  Josiah  and  his 
wife,  also  married  only  the  November  before.  That  fatal  morning  they  were  aroused  before  five  o'clock, 
were  told  they  must  go  over  to  the  Eldridge  House  with  their  captors.  There  was  not  much  parleying,  for 
no  one  feared  danger.  Josiah  said,  "Why,  Rhoda,  they  say  we  shall  come  back,  and  we  shall."  As  they 
passed  out  the  gate  they  were  all  shot  down.  Dr.  Griswold  and  Josiah  were  killed  at  once,  Mr.  Baker  was 
shot  in  three  places  and  left  for  dead.  He  is  alive  to-day  and  still  connected  with  a  large  wholesale  °roeery 
firm  in  Lawrence.  Mr.  Thorpe  came  to  Lawrence  as  a  teacher.  He  was  a  lawyer  and  state  senator  at  To 
peka  the  previous  winter.  He  was  brought  into  the  parlor  and  laid  upon  the  floor  upon  a  mattress.  He 
survived  two  days  and  met  his  death  calmly.  When  Osborne  of  the  legislature  came  down  from  Topeka  to 
see  him,  his  greeting  was,  "Well,  Tom,  they  have  moved  the  previous  cpiestion  on  rne." 

The  funeral  of  Mr.  Trask  was  held  in  the  Trinitarian  church  in  Fitchburg,  Sept.  3,  1863     In  his  sermon 
Rev.  Elnathan  Davis  took  a  saying  of  Mr.  Trask's,  "I'll  die  for  Kansas,"  and  paraphrased  it  for  the  occa- 
sion ;  lines  long  to  be  remembered. 

"Til  die  for  Kansas!'  ay,  and  he  has  died! 
Died  in  the  freshness  of  his  young  renown. 
0,  reverently,  my  country,  yet  with  pride, 

Give  him  his  well-earned  due,  a  martyr's  name  and  crown." 
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REV.  ELNATHAN  DAVIS  (1807-81). 
Williams  College  '34;  East  Windsor  Theological  Seminary  '36.  MRS.  MARY  AVERY  (WHITE)  DAVIS  (1814-99). 

Several  years  pioneer  missionary  in  the  then  tar  West;  delegate  to 
World's  Peace  Congress  at  Paris,  1849.  Fourteen  years  pastor  of 
Trinitarian  Church  in  Fitchburg.    Representative  1869. 


BENJAMIN  SNOW  (1814-92). 
Paper  manufacturer.  Alderman  1873-74-;  member  of  school 
board.  Active  anti-slavery  and  temperance  worker,  and  lead- 
ing supporter  of  the  Trinitarian  church.  Director  in  Rollstone 
Bank  from  its  incorporation  in  18-1-9;  one  of  the  incorpora- 
tors and  president  of  Worcester  North  Savings  Institution. 


MRS.  MARGARET  P.  SNOW. 


FRANK   H.  SNOW.  HOME  OF  BENJAMIN  SNOW,  JR. 

Son  of  Benjamin  Snow,  Jr.    Graduate  or  and  teacher  in  Fitch-  At  intersection  of  Day  and  Waverly  streets, 

burg  High  School;  now  chancellor  of  Kansas  State  University.  MaryX.  Whittier,  Photo. 


STORY  OF  THE  TRINITARIAN  CHURCH  BELL. 
Weight  eight  hundred  pounds.  Cast  at  the  Buckeye  foundry,  Cincinnati,  1856.  Used  by  B.  D.  Beavin  of  Plains  Plantation,  Missis- 
sippi, to  call  his  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  slaves  to  labor.  Mr.  Beavin  died  soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion.  His  execu- 
tors sent  the  bell  to  New  Orleans  to  be  cast  into  confederate  cannon,  where  it  was  captured  by  Gen.  Butler,  confiscated  and  sent  North 
to  be  sold.  (The  bell  was  teamed  from  the  plantation  to  the  river  landing  by  an  old  slave,  Uncle  John  Hedden.)  The  bell  was  "bid 
off"  at  an  auction  in  Boston  by  Benjamin  Snow,  Jr.,  placed  in  the  belfry  of  the  Trinitarian  church  in  Fitchburg,  presented  to  the 
society  with  stipulation  that  its  first  peal  should  tell  of  freedom  to  the  slave.  This  was  done  according  to  program,  and  Mr.  Snow 
had  the  satisfaction  of  ringing  it  himself  when  President  Lincoln's  emancipation  proclamation  was  issued,  a  small  boy  rushing  into  the 
street,  shouting  "Hurrah,  the  niggers  are  free!  the  niggers  are  free!"  In  1872  the  church  disbanded,  the  church  building  was  sold,  and 
the  bell  was  purchased  by  the  First  Congregational  church  in  Aver.  A  photograph  was  taken  expressly  for  "Fireside  Legends"  by 
Harry  E.  Evans  of  Ayer,  and  the  publisher  is  indebted  also  to  Hon.  George  J.  Burns  of  Ayer  for  the  facts  relating  to  its  history. 
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FIRST  C.  C.  CHURCH,  1835.  TRINITARIAN  CHURCH,  1872. 

Corner  of  Main  and  Rollstone  Streets.  Corner  of  Main  and  Church  Streets. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


ANTI-SLAVERY,  ANTI-TOBACCO  AND  INCENDIARY  REMINISCENCES. 


[pHE  anti-slavery  and  the  anti-tobacco  questions  found  warm  advocates  in  Fitchburg.  In 
1843  the  intense  feeling  on  the  slavery  question  caused  a  portion  of  the  C.  C.  church  to  se- 
cede and  form  the  Trinitarian  Congregational  church.  They  were  active  workers  in  the 
slavery  controversy,  and  it  was  known  as  one  of  the  so-called  stations  of  the  underground 
railroad  to  Canada  in  the  flight  of  the  slave  to  freedom.  They  erected  what  is  known  as 
the  old  Post-office  block,  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Church  streets,  in  1844.  The  first  offi- 
cers of  the  church  were  the  Rev.  George  Clark,  pastor;  Timothy  F.  Downe  and  Nathan 
Tolman,  deacons.  The  other  pastors  were  Rev.  Foster  Pettibone,  Rev.  Charles  Bristol,  Rev.  George  Trask 
and  Rev.  Elnathan  Davis.  It  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  the  slavery  issue  was  their  only  uniting  force,  and 
that  when  the  freedom  of  the  slave  was  secured  the  society  began  to  lose  its  cohesive  power,  and  its  last 
sermon  was  preached  on  the  day  that  the  equality  of  the  negro  before  the  law  was  guaranteed.  On  the 
fifteenth  day  of  November,  1871,  the  church  building  was  sold  at  auction  to  John  M.  Carpenter  for 
$14,300.  The  proceeds  of  the  sale  were  disposed  of  by  presenting  the  Rev.  Elnathan  Davis  $2000  as  a 
token  of  appreciation  of  his  success. 
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HOSE  COMPANY  NO.  3. 

The  modern  hose  company,  team  and  apparatus  which  have  superseded  the  old  hand  tub  of  fifty  years  ago. 
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THE  FITCHBURG  FUSILIERS. 
Photographed  b}'  Moulton  in  front  of  the  Rollstone  House  in  1861,  as  they  were  about  to  leave  for  the  seat  ot  war. 
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CAPT.  JOHN  B.  PROCTOR.  CAPT.  CHARLES  H.  FOSS  (1829-98). 

The  first  commissioned  Captain  of  the  Washington  Guards.  First  Lieutenant  in  the  Washington  Guards.   Captain  of  Co. 

Several  years  in  the  wholesale  flour  and  grain  business.  F,  25th  Regt.,  during  the  war.    Several  years  on  police  force. 
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COL.  EDWIN  UPTON  (1815-90). 
Selectman,  Assessor,  Representative  1859-60;    Boston  cus- 
tom house  1861.    Colonel  25th  Massachusetts  Regt.    After  his 
return  served  six  years  in  the  Boston  custom  house,  and  was 
keeper  of  the  House  of  Correction  at  South  Fitchburg  1869-74. 


COL.  JAMES  MAY  (1828-80). 
2d  sergeant  in  Old  Fusiliers,  then  Co.  B,  9th  Regt.  M.  V.  M., 
which  was  mustered  into  service  as  Co.  B,  15th  Regt.  Pro- 
moted rapidly  for  conspicuous  bravery  and  soldierly  qualities; 
mustered  out"  1865  as  captain  Co.  H,  20th  Regt.  Colonel  10th 
Regt.  M.  V.  M.  1869-75. 
0a 


DR.  CHARLES  H.  RICE. 

Practicing  physician  in  Fitchburg  since  1866.  Several  3rears 
surgeon  6th  Regt.,  M.  V.  M.  Member  of  School  Committee  and 
Trustee  of  the  Public  Library.     City  Physician  1873-75. 


RESIDENCE  OF  DR.  CHARLES  H.  RICI 
Pochard  street. 
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COL.  HENRY  G.  GREENE. 
Druggist;  President  Fitchburg  Trust  Co.  Deputy  Sheriff 
Worcester  County  since  1878.  Twenty-three  years  M.  V.  M., 
serving  in  every  grade  from  private  to  colonel.  34th  Mass. 
Infantry  1862-64;  in  charge  of  U.  S.  General  Hospital  at  Read- 
ville  until  Oct.  1865,  when  he  came  to  Fitchburg. 


RESIDENCE  OF  COL.  HENRY  G.  GREENE. 
Day  street. 


FITCHBURG  TRUST  COMPANY'S  BLOCK,  1901. 
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RESIDENCE  OF  WILLIAM  A.  HARDY,  CHARLES  STREET. 

Theodore  R.  Hardy,  Photo. 
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WILLIAM  A.  HARDY. 
Brass  founder.  Resident  of  Fitchburg  since  1855.  Selectman, 
Councilman,  and  School  Committeeman.  Washington  Guards,  9th 
Regt.,  M.  V.  M. ;  Co.  D,  5th  Regt.  Mass.  Vols,  in  Civil  war;  Ancient 
and  Honorable  Artillery;  Boston  L.  I.  Veteran  Corps;  Army  and 
Navy  Veterans;  G.  A.  R.;  I.  0.  0.  F. ;  and  I.  0.  R.  M. 


Visit  of  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  to  the  Honorable 
Artillery  of  London,  July,  1896.  Commander  of  the  Honorables 
photographed  under  the  stars  and  stripes  at  grand  review  of  Eng- 
lish army  by  Earl  of  Connaught  at  Aldershot,  in  honor  of  Ancient 
and  Honorable  Artillery. 

Theodore  R.  Hardy, 'Photo. 
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HON.  DAVID  H.  MERRIAM  (1820-88). 
Began  practice  of  law  in  Fitchburg  in  1851.  Served  as 
Selectman  1861 ;  represented  Fitchburg  in  legislature ;  two  years 
as  Mayor;  was  Provost  Marshal  of  9th  Massachusetts  District 
tinder  President  Lincoln;  Commmissioner  of  Insolvency;  Special 
Justice  of  Police  Court. 


COL.  EDWARD  P.  LORING  (1837-94). 
Bowdoin  '61.    1st  Lieut.  Co.  B,  13th  Me.;  Capt.  Co.  A,  1st 
La.  H.  A. ;  Maj.  10th  U.  S.  colored  H.  A.,  Asst.  Inspector-General 
on  staff  of  Gen.  T.  VV.  Sherman.    Graduate  Albany  Law  School. 
Lawyer,  State  Senator,  Comptroller  of  County  Accounts. 


FITCHBURG  SOLDIERS'  MONUMENT. 

Monument  square.  Martin  Milhnore,  sculptor.  Dedicated 
June  24,  1874.  Four  brass  field  pieces,  secured  to  Fitchburg 
from  the  national  government  by  Hon.  Alvah  Crocker,  M.  C, 
-were  mounted  regulation  style  and  placed  on  the  four  corners 
of  the  square. 


FUNERAL  OF  LIEUT  -COL.  GEORGE  E.  MARSHALL. 

April  19,  1866.  The  imposing  ceremonies  were  attended  by 
His  Excellency  Gov.  Bullock  and  ex-Gov.  Andrew.  The  "Com- 
mittee on  a  Monument  to  our  Fallen  Heroes"  had  it  in  charge. 
The  Army  and  Navy  unions  of  Fitchburg  and  Leominster  at- 
tended in  a  body,  the  Fusiliers,  numbering  sixty  men,  and  the 
Fire  Department.  Rev.  Henry  L.  [ones,  rector  of  the  Episcopal 
church,  delivered  the  (uneral  oration. 


WILLIAM  M.  WILLIS  (1833-1900). 
Commissary  sergeant  U.  S.  Volunteers  1861— C5 


J.  CALVIN  SPAULDING. 

Sergeant  Co.  F,  25th  Mass.  Volunteers,  during  Civil  war. 
Several  years  a  deacon  in  the  C.  C.  church. 
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LIEUT.  GEORGE  G.  NUTTING.  CAPT.  GEORGE  H.  BAILEY. 

Co.  A,  53d  Regt.    Killed  at  Fort  Bisland,  La.,  April  13,  1863.  Co.  A,  53d  Regt.    Killed  at  Tort  Hudson,  May 
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CAPT.  JEROME  K.  TAFT.  CAPT.  JONAS  COREY. 

'Co.  A,  53d  Mass.  Regt.    Killed  at  Port  Hudson,  June  14,  1863.  Co.  B,  53d  Mass.  Regt.    Died  Oct.  28,  1878. 
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STATE  ARMORY,  CHURCH  STREET. 
Furnishes  quarters  for  Companies  B  and  D,  6th  Regt.    Built  in  1891. 

Moulton,  Photo. 
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COL.  CHARLES  K.  DARLING. 
Colonel  6th  Regt.,  M.  V.  M.  Dartmouth  '81;  West  Point 
Military  Academy.  Fitchhurg  Sentinel  1890.  Connected  with 
-the  6th  Regt.,  M.  V.  M.,  since  1887;  Major  in  the  6th  during 
Spanish-American  war.  Appointed  United  States  Marshal  for 
Massachusetts  1899. 


LIEUT.-COL.  GEORGE  H.  PRIEST. 
Lieut. -Col.  6th  Regt.,  M.  V.  M.  Enlisted  in  Fitchburg  Fusi- 
liers, Co.  B,  6th  Regt.,  1885;  Major  of  the  6th  during  Spanish- 
American  war.  Graduate  Fitchburg  High  School.  Four  years 
with  his  father,  and  since  death  of  latter  in  1887,  manager  C.  A. 
Priest  Lumber  Co.    Councilman  1897-8;  Alderman  1899-1901. 
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THE  SAFETY  FUND  NATIONAL  BANK,  MAIN  STREET. 


HENRY  ALLISON. 
President  Safety  Fund  National  Bank  from  1874.    Was  six 
years  clerk  in  postoffice  under  Hon.  J.  W.  Mansur  and  Judge  T. 
K.  Ware.    In  Fitchburg  Bank  1864-74. 


ELMER  A.  ONTHANK. 
Cashier  ot  the  Safety  Fund  Natioi 


BIRTHPLACE  AND  FORMER  RESIDENCE  OF  ELIJAH  M.  DICKINSON  AT  WEST  NORTH  FIELD,  MASS. 
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ELIJAH  M.  DICKINSON. 
Shoe  manufacturer  for  nearly  sixty  years.    Came  to  Fiteh 
burg  in  1854.    Was  Alderman  in  1873. 


DICKINSON  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY,  NORTHFIELD. 


Nathaniel  Dickinson  built  a  house  in  1728  near  this  spot, 
which  was  soon  changed  into  a  fort  for  protection  against 
Indians.  He  lived  here  nineteen  years,  and  was  killed  and 
scalped  by  the  Indians  April  15,  1747,  aged  48.  A  monument 
at  Pochange  Hill  marks  the  spot  where  he  fell.  Benoni  Dickin- 
son, his  son,  and  Capt.  Job  M.  Dickinson,  his  grandson,  also 
lived  here.  Elijah  M.  Dickinson,  his  great-grandson,  was  born 
in  West  Northfield,  Aug.  1,  1816.  He  erected  this  building  in 
memory  of  the  above  and  presented  it  to  the  town  for  a  public 
library. 


DANIEL  CROSS  (1813-90).  HENRY  A.  ESTABROOK. 

First  president  of  the  Fhchburg    Merchants'   Association.  President  Fitchburg  Merchants'  Associ 

Merchant  tailor  in  Fitchburg  from  1839. 
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the  Mckinley  cruiser. 

One  of  the  unique  features  of  the  presidential  campaign  of  1896.  The  idea  originated  with  Major  Charles  K.  Darling  and  the  plans 
were  perfected  by  Architect  Henry  LaPointe.    The  cruiser  was  afterwards  transferred  to  Whalom  lake,  where  it  now  floats.    See  p.  133. 

Moulton,  Photo. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  McKINLEY  CRUISER,  1896. 

Maj.  C.  K.  Darling,  Captain;  W.  L.  Emory,  Lieut.  Commander;  W.  F.  Sawyer,  Surgeon;  W.  K.  Jewett  and  F.  N.  E>illon ,  Captains 
of  Jack  Tars;  W.  A.  Hardy,  Captain  of  Marines;  W.  B.  Page  and  H.  K.  Bennett,  Lieutenants  of  Tars;  E.  E.  Dennett,  Paymaster; 
H.  E.  Jennison,  Quartermaster. 


Moulton,  Photo. 
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BIRTHPLACE  OF  THOMAS  MACK. 


The  Capt.  Jonathan  Wood  place,  on  what  is  now  Intervale  road,  nearly  opposite  the  car  shops.  The  house  is  still  standing,  but 
obstructed  by  another  house  built  close  up  to  it.  Mr.  Mack  had  an  oil  painting  of  the  house  as  it  was  before  it  was  encumbered  by 
its  present  uninteresting  surroundings,  from  which  this  engraving  was  made. 
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THOMAS  MACK  (1827-97). 
Born  in  Fitchburg.    Clerk  lor  Benjamin  Snow,  later  for 
Daniel  Cross.    Went  to  Boston  in  1845.    Partner  in  dry  goods 
firm  of  C.  F.  Hovey  &  Co.  1858,  retiring  in   1897  with  an 
ample  fortune. 


CAPT.  J.  M.  UPTON. 
Veteran  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market  district.    Grandson  oi  Capt. 
Thomas  Cowdin.    Horn  Fitchburg,  Nov.  8,  1822;  went  to  Bos- 
ton,  1839.     Was  commander  of  Washington  Light  Infantry 
1st  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 


RESIDENCE  OF  P.  A.  NOURSE,  WEYMOUTH  STREET. 
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PERCY  W.  HASTINGS  (1861-86). 

The  story  of  the  life  and  achievements  of  this  young  man  is  familiar  to 
most  Fitchburg  people,  and  is  well  worthy  of  record.  While  attending 
Cushing  Academy  in  Ashburnham  he  met  with  an  accident  by  which  instan- 
taneous paralysis  was  produced  in  all  parts  of  the  body  below  the  neck.  A 
few  weeks  after  he  was  carefully  removed  to  his  home  in  Lunenburg  to  die, 
but  contrary  to  the  predictions  of  his  physicians  he  lived  nearly  six  years 
to  enjoy  life  in  a  measure,  and  to  teach  all  who  knew  him  a  lesson  of 
patient  submission  and  indomitable  perseverance.  At  the  suggestion  of  a 
friend,  a  well-known  business  man  of  this  city,  he  was  induced  to  make  the 
effort  to  write  with  a  pencil  between  his  teeth,  and  later  to  draw  and  paint 
flower  pictures.  A  young  lady  of  this  city  volunteered  her  services  as 
teacher  and  he  soon  developed  remarkable  talent,  as  his  pictures  which  sold 
all  over  the  country  gave  ample  evidence.  His  faithful  friend  and  attendant, 
Oscar  H.  Wood,  of  about  the  same  age  as  Percy,  gave  up  a  career  he  had 
marked  out  for  himself  and  devoted  his  life  to  him  as  long  as  he  was 
needed.  The  story  of  the  unfortunate  accident  and  of  his  life  up  to  his  suc- 
cessful production  of  paintings  was  finely  told  by  J.  T.  Trowbridge  in  the 
Youth's  Companion  of  May  3,  1883,  in  a  sketch  entitled  "Without  Hands 
or  Feet." 
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CAPT.  MARTIN  NEWTON  (1786-1863). 
Native  of  Southborough ;  came  to  Fitehburg  1804.  Com- 
menced the  manufacture  of  cotton  on  the  site  of  the  Stone  mill 
in  1810,  built  factory  at  Newton  place  1812,  and  was  in  busi- 
ness there  for  upwards  of  thirty  years. 


THOMAS  E.  DANIELS  (1800-84-). 


Inventor  of  the  Daniels  planer;  native  01  Fitehburg.  Moved 
to  Woodstock,  Vt.  in  1829,  to  Worcester  1834,  to  Fitehburg  in 
1848,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  days. 


FRANCIS  SHELDON  (1820-96). 
Son  of  Zaehariah  Sheldon,  Jr.    Learned  the  millwright  trade 
which  he  followed  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.    Connected  with 
the  early  fire  department,  later  as  chief.    Served  the  city  as 
Councilman  and  Alderman. 


DEA.  SAMUEL  A.  WHEELER  (1804-84). 
Was  a  stone  mason  in  Fitchburg  for  many  years,  a  thor- 
ough and  conscientious  workman  in  his  line  of  business.  Select- 
man, and  held  other  town  offices.    Was  one  of  the  first  deacons 
in  the  Baptist  church. 


RESIDENCE  OF  HENRY  F.  COGGSHALL,  PRICHARD  STREET. 

Moulton,  Photo. 
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H.  F.  COGGSHALL. 
General  Manager,  Clerk  and  Treasurer  of  the  Fitehburg  Gas 
and   Electric  Light  Co.    Nearly  fifty  years  interested  in  the 
lighting  of  Fitehburg. 


VIEW  IN  COGGSHALL  PARK. 

Fred  A.  Young,  Photo. 


MT.  ELAM  AND  COGGSHALL  PARK  VIEWS. 

Photos  by  Walter  A.  Hardy  and  Fred  A.  Young. 
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